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Drama student remembered 
as having a “huge love of life” 


April Hudson 
STAFF REPORTER = @APRIL_HUDSON 


Hundreds gathered Thursday morn- 
ing in Lister Conference Centre for a 
memorial service commemorating 
Tristan (Tian) Mi, a University of 
Alberta drama student who passed 
away unexpectedly on Jan. 19. 

Mi came to the University of Al- 
berta from China in 2008 in order 
to enrol in the drama department's 
BFA Acting program. He was in his 
fourth and last year, and was set 
to graduate after completing this 
semester. 

During the memorial service, 
Mi’s family was presented with cer- 
tificates of attendance as a tangible 
memento of the time Mi spent at the 
University of Alberta. 

“It is our hope that these certifi- 
cates will be an ongoing symbol of 
the contributions that Tristan made 
to our community,” said Dean of 
Students Frank Robinson during 
the service. 

The university has also awarded 
Mi a posthumous degree in honour 
of Mi’s hard work and talent. At the 
memorial, Mi’s father announced 
that he would be flying back to Ed- 
monton from China in June in order 
to receive the degree on behalf of 
his son. 


“(The degree) was particularly 
important to Tristan — it meant a 
lot to him,” said Julie Brown, acting 
chair (administration) for the drama 
department. 

“He had huge aspirations in terms 
of the work that he wanted to do in 
the future, and to have gotten his 
education through our program 
meant a great deal to him.” 

According to Brown, Mi had at 
one point made himself a mock de- 
gree in order to keep inspiring him- 
self to do the hard work required in 
the BFA Acting program. 

“There was a pretty good chance 
he was going to be going back to 
China and becoming a big star,” 
Brown said. “He felt very honoured 
to be a part of this program.” 

Mi’s family also announced at the 
memorial that they would be estab- 
lishing a drama scholarship at the U 
of A in honour of Mi. 

The scholarship will be called the 
Tristan Mi Tian Memorial Scholar- 
ship, said Brown, and will be gifted 
at $500 per year to one BFA acting 
student going into their final year of 
study. 

Part of a close-knit group of 12 
drama students performing in the 
university’s Studio Theatre’s Sea- 
son 2011-12 productions, Mi played 
his first role last November in 


David Greig’s Yellow Moon. He was 
also rehearsing for a leading role 
in Shakespeare’s Cymbeline at the 
time of his death. 

“He was a born performer,” said 
Jan Selman, a drama _ professor 
who taught Mi and directed him in 
Yellow Moon. “What he was doing 
with us was learning the deeper 
things about the process of acting, 
as well as acting in English.” 

The University of Alberta’s drama 
program auditions country-wide, 
and is an extremely competitive 
program to get into. 

“That was extremely challeng- 
ing (for him) because he’s from 
China, and it (wasn’t) just a matter 
of language, it’s the whole culture,” 
Selman said. 

“I'm really so grateful that he had 
an opportunity to perform on the 
stage, because he worked so hard 
through the program, and he loved 
the performance part of it, so he 
got on the main stage and he really 
thrived in that setting.” 

Selman added that Mi’s family, 
classmates, as well as everyone who 
worked with him, are fully commit- 
ted to remembering his life and “do- 
ing it honour.” 

“He had a huge love of life,” Sel- 
man said. “He was an absolute de- 
light to work with.” 


SU argues against BoG proposal to 
deregulate non-instructional fees 


April Hudson 
STAFF REPORTER = @APRIL_HUDSON 


Recent motions on the part of the 
University of Alberta's Board of Gov- 
emors have provoked a move by the 
Students’ Union to push for provin- 
cial regulation of mandatory non- 
instructional fees. 

Although the SU has been in 
talks with the Ministry of Advanced 
Education and Technology for three 
years regarding non-instructional 
fees, they were told by Minister Greg 
Weadick to work out a solution with 
the U of A — a conversation that’s 
hit a standstill. 

“We've had a long discussion and 
have hit a point of fundamental 
disagreement, where the Students’ 
Union believes these fees need to go 
to student approval mechanism, and 
the institution believes that they 
don't,” said SU President Rory Tighe. 

“The latest (development) is worse 
than just not allowing student ap- 
proval — it’s actually deregulating 
these fees even more from an insti- 
tutional perspective.” 

The Board of Governors currently 
follows a policy that any time an in- 
crease to a non-instructional fee is 
proposed that is above inflation, stu- 
dent referendum or students’ coun- 
cil approval must be sought. 

“Administration is actually mov- 
ing to take away that motion later 
this semester,” Tighe said. “So my 


proposal is to not only keep that mo- 
tion in place, but also extend it (so 
that) the creation of new fees must 
get that approval.” 

Most non-instructional fees, such 
as the U-Pass and the Student Ser- 
vices Fee, generally provide funds 
for non-instructional items that 
add value to students’ university 
experience. 

“We believe that all non-instruc- 
tional fees should be dealt with 
through that process, to make sure 
that students actually want it,” Tighe 
said. “Non-instructional fees should 
not be core to the institution, but 
should again be something that is 
added value.” 

However, if the Board of Gover- 
nors passes the motion to deregu- 
late non-instructional fees, the SU 
is concerned that fees like the con- 
troversial Common Student Space, 
Sustainability, and Services (CoSSS) 
fee may become a method used by 
the university to make up for caps on 
tuition increases. 

“I can't imagine the minister be- 
ing okay with deregulating the fees 
even more from an institutional per- 
spective,” Tighe said. “The ministry 
should regulate these fees from a 
provincial stance.” 

Weadick said there have been 
plenty of non-instructional fees 
that students have paid, but over the 
past couple years, some particularly 
troubling ones have popped up. 


“(Some institutions) have put in 
some non-instructional fees that 
appear to me to not reflect a real ser- 
vice, but are imposed to bypass the 
tuition caps,” Weadick said. “We at 
the ministry donot support those, we 
do not believe that is an appropriate 
action, and that’s why we’ve moved 
forward here to look at some options 
on how we can deal with them and 
what kind of policies might work in 
the future for those types of fees.” 

When approached with the issue 
of non-instructional fees, Weadick 
asked all the universities, colleges, 
and technical institutes in Alberta to 
come back to him in a month, after 
meeting and conferring with stu- 
dents, with policy recommendations 
to deal with the fees. 

“The students have said it’s prob- 
ably their most important issue to 
deal with,” Weadick said. “They 
want to make sure that education 
remains acceptable and affordable, 
and so do we.” 

As of right now, there is no pro- 
vincial legislation concerning non- 
instructional fees. Regulations are 
held at a university level, allowing 
institutions the ability to implement 
new fees as they see fit. 

Representatives from the Board 
of Governors declined to provide 
comment, as the move to further 
deregulate non-instructional fees 
will not be decided until the Feb. 10 
meeting. 
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Candy and Chocolate 
* Over 200 types of assorted candies, gummies, 
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Parties 


© Over 50 types of nuts, fruit & nut mixes and trail mixes 
* A wide selection of pretzels, corn snacks, 
Bits & Bites, cheese snacks and party mixes 
* Coffee, tea and assorted drink crystals 


Meal Ideas 
« Regular, whole wheat, rice and organic pastas 
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* Rice — short or long grain, basmati, white 
or brown, parboiled, wild or instant 


Health and Organic Foods 
* A huge selection of vitamins, minerals, herbal 
and specialty supplements, protein powders 
and packaged health foods & beverages 
« Gluten-free and organic products 


4 Convenient Locations to Serve You... 


Edmonton - 8069 — 104th Street N.W. (780) 438-0065 — only 3km from campus! 
Edmonton — 13846 - 40 Street N.W. (780) 456-6787 
Edmonton — 2077 ~ 98 Street N.W. (780) 461-4454 
Leduc - 5310 Discovery Way (780) 980-0816 


ON YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE OF $10.00 
OR MORE BEFORE TAXES* 


Coupon effective until 
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F | Limit one coupon per store visit. 


THIS OFFER EXCLUDES THE PURCHASE OF GIFT CARDS. 
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Check out our website to find store locations & weekly specials, 
search for products, view recipes and much more... 
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Every Wednesday, Seniors" & Students* save 10% on all regular priced products. 
* Must provide valid identification. Excludes gift cards. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other 
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news = 4 


La] UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
“7 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


The U of A has twice claimed the 
Guinness World Record for 
largest dodgeball game ever 
played, but the record is 
currently held by UC Irvine. Help 
us bring the record back to 
Canada and earn yourself a spot 
in the record books. 


Friday, February 3rd, 2012 
Universiade Pavilion 

(the Butterdome] 
Registration at 10 a.m., 
game at noon 

5000 players needed! 


STUDENTS 
UNION 


——* Cm 


UNIVERSITY OF 


ALBERTA 


www.ualberta.ca/ 
alumni/students 


Jonathan Faerber 
NEWS WRITER 


Less searching, more finding — an 
apt mantra of modern librarians 
that describes how Geoff Harder, 
the University of Alberta's digital 
initiatives co-ordinator, envisions 
his mandate. 

Harder’s efforts, among others, 
are moving the University of Alber- 
ta’s libraries into the spotlight, most 
recently for their part in winning a 
Digging into Data Challenge grant, 
which aims to adress how “big data” 
changes have altered the research 
landscape for the humanities and 
social sciences. 

The Virginia Tech and Univer- 
sity of Toronto grant awardees ap- 
proached the U of A libraries last 
year with the hopes of using the 
Peel’s Prairie Provinces digitized 
newspaper collections to trace the 
spread of information and disease 
during the 1918 influenza pan- 
demic. The U.S. Library of Congress 
was also asked to be involved in the 
initiative. 

“This Digging into Data partner- 
ship proves that we are moving in 
the right direction and that the uni- 
versity is truly making its mark in 
the world as having a library with 
collections that are worth sharing,” 
Harder said. 

It’s not the first time the Univer- 
sity of Alberta libraries have been 
involved in such a high-profile ini- 
tiative either. 

A few years ago, Google requested 
to add the Peel’s Prairie Provinces 
catalogue of more than 67,000 
newspapers into their own newspa- 
per index. 

Harder said the latest request 
reflects the high quality of the U 
of A’s e-collection of over 4 mil- 
lion digitized articles — the result 
of digitization standards aimed at 
maximizing the readability of their 
e-collections through converting, 
segmenting, analyzing, and tagging 
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U of A libraries recognized 
for digitization initiatives 


\ To ar 


existing hard-copy data. 

However, the study is only a small 
part of the ongoing research and 
continued digitization at the U of A 
libraries, with similar granting proj- 
ects now in the works. 

One of these projects aims at lit- 
erally changing the face of schol- 
arship, with innovative layering 
techniques that combine different 
genres of digitized data, such as 
maps, directories and photographs 
with computational tools. 

It’s a possibility that Acting Chief 
Librarian Mary-Jo Romaniuk terms 
“the e-book on steroids.” 

Despite the latest technological 
advances, digitization is unend- 
ing and far from easy. According 
to Romaniuk, the U of A librar- 
ies will need at least 10 years to 
convert the current data in their 
digitization cue. 


|CAMPUS PROFILE, 
U of A linguistics professor living in 
Germany wins prestigious award 


Alana Willerton 
NEWS STAFF = @ALANAWILLERTON 


Despite having moved across the 
Atlantic, a former University of 
Alberta linguistics professor is 
maintaining his connections to the 
campus after having received one 
of the most prestigious research 
awards in Germany. 

Harald Baayen won the $6.5 mil- 
lion Alexander von Humboldt pro- 
fessorship last year and has finally 
managed to settle into his new life 
at the University of Tuebingen in 
Germany. 

One of the most prestigious re- 
search awards in the country, the 
professorship runs for five years 
and will provide Baayen with the 
opportunity to continue his work 
in quantitative linguistics, focus- 
ing specifically on how the brain 
handles language. 

So far, Baayen has begun the pro- 
cess of building up a new lab at the 
German university, and has brought 
two students from the U of A to 
Tuebingen to work with him. 

He plans to hire post-doctoral fel- 
lows and doctoral students soon as 
well. As forthe $6.5 million, Baayen 
intends to put the funds towards 
funding lab equipment, acquiring 


resources for running experiments 
and even for researchers’ salaries. 

“The research funding that comes 
with an Alexander von Humboldt 
professorship, in my case five mil- 
lion Euro, is a once-in-a-lifetime 
event that makes it possible to pur- 
sue one’s research interests much 
faster than would otherwise be the 
case,” Baayen said. 

“I had not expected to receive 
such a prestigious award, and it 
has taken me back to Europe even 
though my wife and I had come to 
Edmonton to stay.” 

It was back in 2007 that Baayen 
and his wife first moved to the Uni- 
versity of Alberta from the Nether- 
lands, having made several regular 
visits to the U of A’s linguistics de- 
partment and its Center for Com- 
parative Psycholinguistics (CCP) 
before that. 

It was then that Baayen began to 
make the connections with staff 
and students that he maintains 
to this day, despite living halfway 
around the world. 

Thanks to the use of video confer- 
encing systems within the CCP lab, 
Baayen has been able to host joint 
lab meetings from Tuebingen with 
the U of A, allowing them to share 
presentations with not only each 
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All this, however, goes into mak- 
ing material more available and 
user friendly. 

“Research data needs to go 
somewhere, and if it comes from a 
granting school, it should be pub- 
licly available for re-use by others,” 
Romaniuk explained. 

“It needs to be stored and acces- 
sible, and in this cool digital world, 
things need to be interoperable.” 

Harder added that digitization is 
key to supporting scholarship on a 
very large scale. 

“The more we digitize, the more 
we hear demands from researchers, 
genealogists, students and the gen- 
eral public, to convert more histori- 
cal material,” Harder said. 

“The premise behind much of this 
digitization, software development, 
and linking of data is to remove as 
many barriers as possible.” 


other, but also researchers and stu- 
dents from other universities. 

“Advances in communication 
technologies make it much easier 
to actually keep doing collaborative 
work,” Baayen said. 

“What is really great is that the 
provost is also financially support- 
ing the collaboration between the 
CCP and my new lab in Tuebingen.” 

This collaboration between the 
two universities has led to them 
currently working together on 
ideas involving exchange student- 
ships and joint PhD degrees. 

Baayen suspects that some of 
his current students may well be 
among those to receive a joint PhD 
from both universities in the near 
future. 

While Baayen has no plans to 
immediately return to the U of A 
following his professorship, he nev- 
ertheless plans to keep up his com- 
munications with the U of A, all the 
while continuing his research in 
Germany. 

“One never knows what will hap- 
pen in the long run,” Baayen said. 
“But for now, my plan is to main- 
tain strong collaborative links 
with the U of A, even after the five 
years of my current funding have 
whizzed by.” 


ngateway = WWW.THEGATEWAVONLINE.CA = Volume 102, Issue 20 


mews = 5 


UofA pi to desaaian- oobi dodgeball world record 


DODGEBALL DEVOTEE Colten Yamagishi is spearheading the dodgeball record. MATT HIRJI 
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Matt Hirji 
NEWS STAFF # @MATTHIRJI 


What does it take to break the world 
record for the biggest dodgeball 
game? 

Try 5,000 participants, 1,250 
dodgeballs, 150 referees, and one 
determined university. It may be a 
tall order, but for Students’ Union 
Vice-President (Student Life) Colten 
Yamagishi, that’s what it will take if 
the University of Alberta wants to 
re-gain its spot in the record books. 

“Of course I’m excited, but I’m 
kind of nervous about it at the same 
time too,” Yamagishi said. 

“I guess a weird thing to relate it 
to would be those battles that they 
had during the world wars. When 
there were tons and tons of people 
lined up and just going crazy. You 
can't picture it — you just have to be 
there to believe it.” 

The world record dodgeball event 
has become a U of A staple since 
2009, when more than 1,198 stu- 
dents gathered in the Butterdome to 
take the record for the most amount 
of participants in a single dodgeball 
game. 

Since then, a rivalry has devel- 
oped between the U of A and other 
universities across North America. 
Last January, more than 2,012 people 
filed into the Butterdome to reclaim 
the record after it was broken by the 
University of California, Irvine, who 
had held it with 1,745 players. 

But in September, the UC, Irvine 
reclaimed the record with a game 
that included 4,000 participants. 

Trumping that record is far from 
a small task. Rounding up 5,000 U 
of A students, faculty and alumni 
in the Butterdome this Friday to 
play ina single dodgeball game may 


seem like an impossible feat, but 
Yamagishi is optimistic that it can 
be accomplished. 

“It takes lots of coordination and 
planning to figure out how it’s all 
going to work. Even when I saw the 
2,000 people last year, that was al- 
most unimaginable,” Yamagishi 
said. 

Preliminary planning for the 
event started last summer and, since 
then, countless people have been 
intricately involved in the staging of 
Friday's dodgeball event. 


amount of elbow grease to make an 
event of such a scale a success, it’s 
not just about taking back the world 
record, in what has become an in- 
ternational rivalry between the U of 
A and the UC Irvine. 

For Yamagishi, he says it’s also 
about creating an atmosphere that 
gives students the opportunity to 
feel connected with their campus 
community. 

“People call it a pissing contest, 
or whatever. But besides that, the 
biggest reason for having this is 


“| always describe it as the biggest student 
engagement event of the year. This is the event 
where people who don’t normally participate in 
campus events are given the biggest opportunity to 
come out and really get a taste of what the student 
experience is all about. | think it’s just going to give 
people shivers when they are there.” 


The Students’ Union, the Lister 
Dodgeball League, along with the 
Office of the Dean of Students, have 
spent a significant amount of time 
shaping how the event will run from 
start to finish. 

And that doesn’t even account for 
the dozens of volunteers that will 
give their time on Friday to regis- 
ter participants and hand out more 
than 4,000 t-shirts, among other 
duties. 

“But it’s really not that complicat- 
ed of an event,” Yamagishi admit- 
ted. “You put a bunch of people into 
one place, you make sure that their 
bags and stuff don't get lost, and you 
play dodgeball.” 

While it may take a significant 


COLTEN YAMAGISHI 
STUDENTS’ UNION VICE-PRESIDENT (STUDENT LIFE} 


because it’s just that many stu- 
dents getting together. The real 
value comes in with the engage- 
ment that students feel,” Yamagi- 
shi said. 

“Talways describe it as the biggest 
student engagement event of the 
year. This is the event where people 
who don't normally participate in 
campus events are given the biggest 
opportunity to come out and really 
get a taste of what the student ex- 
perience is all about. I think it’s just 
going to give people shivers when 
they are there.” 

The Break the Record Event will 
take place at noon this Friday in the 
Butterdome. Registration will open 
at 10 a.m. 
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With any purchase of $50 or 
more and a valid student ID, we 
will give you a 44GB Maximum 
Mobility USB key! 


Memory stick promotion available while supplies last, or February 29, whichever 
comes first! (This promotion is available at our Whyte Ave location only). 


TELUS. 


aut authorized dealer cence 
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Limited to one entry per 
person. No strings at- 
tached! Just come in with 
the entry form filled out, 
drop it in the draw box, and 
| you're entered. Draw will 
be made February 25, 
2012 from eligible entries. 
dropped off at our Whyte 
Avenue location only 
(10642 — 82 Ave). Prize of 
one HTC Amaze 4G Smart- 
phone will be accepted by 
the winner as-is, with no 
substitutions or cash value. 
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A global outlook on campus with International Week 


Katelyn Hoffart 
NEWS WRITER 


Lively performances, thought-pro- 
voking presentations and interac- 
tive workshops are all in store for 
this year’s International Week, en- 
titled “Living Democracy: Citizen 
Power in a Global Age.” 

The annual University of Al- 
berta event encourages students to 
broaden their perspectives and ex- 
amine critical issues past their own 
locality. 

This year’s events will delve into 
current issues relating to human de- 
velopment, poverty and sustainable 
economic development, according 
to Rodrigo Loyola, global education 
program lead for U of A Internation- 
al and event organizer. 

“Basically, what we are try- 
ing to tap into is understanding,” 
Loyola said. 

“We're trying to provide a space 
where people can have a dialogue 
on these issues so that they can be- 
gin to better understand not only 
the challenges that we are facing 
as citizens in our own country, but 
also as all citizens facing issues 
everywhere.” 

More than 60 free events, in- 
cluding workshops, presentations, 
exhibits and film screenings, will 
make up this year’s I-Week. 

Leslie Weigl, performance co- 
ordinator for I-Week, is hoping to 
engage students with internation- 
ally-themed dance workshops and 
concerts. 

The Good People concert on Fri- 
day will feature local and global art- 
ists, along with performances given 
by students living in the U of A's In- 
ternational House. Additionally, the 
Global Rhythm activities on the SUB 
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ances on SUB Stage are some of the many events happening during I-Week . JULIANNA DAMER 


Stage will include interactive dance 
and music sessions with renowned 
Cuban choreographer Orlando 


Martinez. 

“These are my favourite events 
because we're showing up ina place 
that’s usually quiet and there’s not 
that much going on,” Weigal said. 


INTERNATIONAL FLAVOUR Global Rythym d 


“I really like coming to SUB and 
giving people an experience with 
something unusual happening so 
that we can start imagining in an 
alternative way.” 

“There’s really something for 
everyone,” she added. “We're 
coming from an interdisciplinary 


vantagepoint, whilefocusingonwhat 
it means to live democracy — how 
we can all be active citizens to make 
change and create the world that 
we want.” 

Planning for I-Week began 
last April with a small team of 
permanent staff. More than 100 


volunteers, such as U of A student 
Keanna Krawiec, help with the event 
as it nears its launch. 

“I know there are a lot of vol- 
unteers putting in 20 to 30 hours 
next week,” Krawiec said. “It’s nice 
to see that a lot of other people are 
taking interest, like coming to pick 
up pamphlets and excited for the 
week's events.” 

Loyola hopes that students will 
continue to be aware of the issues 
surrounding democracy and global 
challenges by understanding their 
role in international affairs. 

“Specifically, in terms of global 
citizenship, it’s understanding how 
our decisions affect not only our 
own lives, but the lives of other 
people that are living a continent 
away.” 

For now, Rodrigo says one of the 
key aspects for each student to gain 
out of I-Week is to come with an 
open mind. 

“We may have our own values 
and principles, and they’re set very 
strongly by the way we've been so- 
cialized by our family, by the people 
we grew up with, the schools that 
we went to. And I think that it’s 
sometimes hard to open yourself up 
to even attempt to understand the 
world from a different perspective,” 
Loyola said. 

“IT would say that when you do, it’s 
the most rewarding thing that you 
can possibly do in your life because 
it has a considerable impact.” 

International Week is running 
all week and will cap off on Friday 
at 7:30 p.m. with the Good Peo- 
ple concert in the Myer Horowitz 
theatre. 

Check out  thegatewayonline. 
ca all week for daily coverage on I 
Week events. 
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Dearest Gateway newsie 
hopeful, where you have been 
all our lives? We know you so 


desperately long to write 
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say, we re missing you chum. 
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LIAR, LIAR A U of A study shows the degree of a lie relates to the level of empathy a person has towards their friend. PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: MATT HIRII 


Fibbing for friends ties in 
with being a good wingman 


Andrew Jeffrey 
NEWS STAFF = @ANDREW_JEFFREY 


When you see your friend lying to 
impress someone else, what’s your 
first instinct? 

It might be to go along with your 
friend’s lie in order to maintain 
or improve their image. But how 
big of a lie would you tell, and why 
are you even lying for them in the 
first place? 

These questions fall under the 
“wingman effect,” a theory devel- 
oped by University of Alberta re- 
searcher Jennifer Argo along with 
two other UBC researchers. 

Argo’s team found that when a 
person lies to improve someone 
else’s social status, it stems from 
empathy for their cohort’s situa- 
tion. The worse a situation is and 
the better you know the person, the 
more likely you'll lie for them. 

Argo admits the idea that we lie 
for our friends isn’t earth-shatter- 
ing, but that wasn’t the purpose of 
her study. Rather, Argo was more 
interested in a person’s reasoning 
for lying. 

A questionnaire given to the par- 
ticipants in her study showed that 
the degree of their lie directly cor- 
related with their empathy towards 


the person for whom they lied. 

“People who are high in empathy 
will even lie for their friend if their 
friend isn’t present, which I think is 
a very good indicator that empathy 
is driving it,” Argo said. 

“When you're low on empathy, 
you won't always lie for your friend, 
unless it’s a really big price differ- 
ential and they’re actually present,” 
Argo added. 

“If they're absent, they’re on their 
own, you don’t care. And if it’s a 
small price differential, you won't 
actually lie for them even if they're 
there.” 

Argo presented dozens of scenar- 
ios involving deception in a variety 
of contexts to 800-900 people. The 
respondents answered a series of 
questions on how they would react 
to these situations. 

In the study, approximately 200 
people were asked how they would 
react if they learned a stranger paid 
less for the same car their friend 
bought. 

Argo tested whether people 
would lie if the price difference was 
either $200 or $2,000. The results 
showed that a person would likely 
lie for a friend no matter the cost in 
order to maintain their social im- 
age. But with a stranger, a person 


would likely only lie if the difference 
were $2,000. 

Previous studies on the reason 
people lie for themselves inspired 
Argo and her colleagues to consider 
why people lie for others. There's 
less personal benefit for the liar and 
more potential risks that could be 
detrimental to the person lying. 

“The biggest thing is just being 
marked as a liar, which has impli- 
cations for later relationships,” 
Argo said. 

Argo believes her study is impor- 
tant in understanding a person’s 
psyche and its effect on how willing 
they are to help others when there 
are potential risks involved in lying. 

“Nobody wants to be called a liar 
or to perceive themselves as a liar, 
so there’s internal personal conse- 
quences to lying,” Argo said. 

“The importance of it is for the re- 
lationship management and recog- 
nizing that if your friend is lying for 
you, they’re doing it to protect your 
image.” 

“They’ve got your image at heart 
more than themselves, because it 
comes at a cost when you engage in 
deception. They’re not doing it for 
everybody.” 

The study was published in the 
Journal of Applied Social Psychology. 


Space burps offer clues on new galaxies 


Matt Hirji 
NEWS STAFF = @MATTHIRJI 


By pinpointing the exact moment 
when a black hole launched fast- 
moving material from the region 
surrounding it, a University of Al- 
berta astronomer has uncovered an 
important clue to how new galaxies 
are formed. 

The interaction of material eject- 
ed, or “burped,” from black holes 
with other gasses in space is fun- 
damental to the creation of new 
galaxies, but Gregory Sivakoff’s 
research studying how and when 
matter is ejected from the black hole 
gives insight to the origins of these 
processes. 

“One of the greatest questions in 
astronomy today is how black holes 
affect the formation of galaxies,” 
Sivakoff said. 

“Our research may give founda- 
tional insight into this evolution by 
offering an understanding on the 
processes in which material from 
around a black hole is launched 
away.” 

By using ultra-sharp detection 
methods made possible by the Very 
Long Baseline Array (VLBA) tele- 
scope system, along with an x-ray 
timing satellite, Sivakoff was able 
to detect and study an outburst by 
a stellar black hole located 28,000 
light years away from Earth. 

“Essentially, if your eyes were as 
sharp as the VLBA is, you'd be able 


to see somebody standing on the 
moon with your own eyes. Because 
of this, we were able to track how 
the jet’s behavior was changing,” 
Sivakoff explained. 

“In our observations, we can see 
the emission blobs moving from 
the base of the black hole outwards 
at about the quarter the speed of 
light. And because those things are 
moving out, we can essentially play 
the tape backwards and precisely, to 
plus or minus half a day, to deter- 
mine when those blobs started their 
journey.” 


“One of the greatest 
questions in astronomy 
today is how black holes 
affect the formation 

of galaxies.” 


By understanding when the mat- 
ter was ejected, it’s also possible to 
extrapolate under which environ- 
ments this ejection can take place. 

As Sivakoff explains, before the 
ejection takes place, the material 
in the regions immediately sur- 
rounding the black hole, called the 
accretion disk, becomes unstable, 
heats up and becomes sucked into 
the hole. After that, there’s an ejec- 
tion of material from the black 


hole at incredible speeds. 

“This is sort of the foundational 
research in trying to understand 
how the accretion disk ... and the jet 
burst are linked,” Sivakoff said. 

“By pinpointing exactly when the 
jet was launched, we can tell exactly 
what was going on in the accretion 
disk and we saw that the behavior 
was fundamentally changing. That 
means that we have a great me- 
ter to understand the physics of a 
projectile launch.” 

Sivakoff’s research will help the 
astronomical community better un- 
derstand the physics of how matter 
in the universe interact with each 
other. 

While the exact mechanisms of 
the ejection remains mysterious 
to the scientific community, the 
launches also occur in supermassive 
black holes — similar to one at the 
centre of the Milky Way — which 
could have a significant impact in 
the creation of new galaxies. 

“We're not entirely sure what the 
material is inside the jet. It definite- 
ly includes electrons, but we don’t 
know if there are protons or posi- 
trons mixed in there,” Sivakoff said. 
“What we do know is that it’s some 
sort of ionized gas. As that material 
impacts other gasses in the future, it 
may affect how stars are formed.” 

According to Sivakoff, more theo- 
retical work will be done in the up- 
coming years in order to understand 
the full implications of the launch. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


Mexico travel fears 
for Canadians 
grossly overblown 


IT’S THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT. YOU ENTER A HOTEL ELEVATOR TO 
find a stranger standing there. You smile, shifting a glance at the eleva- 
tor numbers illuminating sequentially. The elevator finally chimes, 
and the doors slide open on your floor. Just before you step out, a hand 
blocks your path. Before you have time to react, a fist slams into your 
face, over and over again, until your vision is reduced to darkness from 
your swollen eyes. You're left for dead. 

It’s anightmare that would make anyone wake up in a fit of horror. 
But it became a reality for 37-year-old Calgarian Sheila Nabb, who was 
found by a hotel staff member in Mexico in the early morning hours of 
Jan. 21 lying ina pool of blood, unconscious and naked. 

Senseless cases like this that have thrust Mexico into the headlines 
for all the wrong reasons. A story like Nabb’s is shocking and disturb- 
ing — in essence, perfect fodder for the media to latch on to. However, 
by incessantly highlighting random acts of brutality, the media's sen- 
sationalization of tourists affected by Mexican crime reveals a gap 
between perception and reality. 

Mexico is a hugely popular tourist destination for Canadians. 
According to the Mexican Secretary of Tourism, 1.6 million 
Canadians travelled south to Mexico in 2011. Out of those many visi- 
tors, six Canadians were murdered in 2011, while 50 were victims of 
assault. 

One of those murder victims was 39-year-old Ximena Osegueda, 
a UBC doctoral student who, along with her boyfriend, was recently 
stabbed and set on fire before being buried on a beach. That case also 
raised concerns about students travelling or studying in Mexico. 

Recognizing crime in Mexico is undoubtedly important, particu- 
larly in regions along the American border that are plagued by long- 
standing conflicts fuelled by drug wars. But cases like Nabb’s beating 
are highlighted with fervour by the media for an illogical poor reason 
— they’re extraordinary, isolated incidents that travelers will rarely 
experience. 

Regardless, the Department of Foreign Affairs ominously warns 
Canadians they should use a high degree of caution when traveling 
to Mexico, due to its “deteriorating security situation in many parts 
ofthe country.” 

But I would also advise Canadians to take caution when travelling 
in Edmonton’s inner city, famous in recent years for the high homi- 
cide rate. A sideways glance at the wrong person may just lead to some 
uncomfortable remarks — or worse, an assault. 

In other words, urging Canadians to exercise caution when travelling 
to Mexico is a moot point, because any apt traveler knows they should 
exercise caution wherever they go. Avoid crime-ridden areas, travel 
with another person at all times, listen to your gut instinct, don’t buy 
drugs — tidbits that typically keep most people out of harm’s way. 

In addition, the media’s frenzy erroneously simplifies Mexico's 
crime rate as representative of the entire country, which is unfair and 
detrimental to its tourist-driven economy. Just like Edmonton, crime 
is more pervasive in certain regions than others. Crime exists wher- 
ever you go, so it ultimately boils down to using common sense. 

Besides, there are many places that are remarkably safe. Resorts 
in, for example, Puerto Vallerta, are clean and secure. When I visited, 
my trip to the nearby village was greeted by friendly locals. Puerto 
Vallarta’s crime rate, like that of many tourist destinations, is low. 
Exactly zero Canadians and U.S. citizens were murdered in Puerto 
Vallarta in 2010. Might we not caution Mexicans to avoid Edmonton, 
which recorded nearly 50 murders last year? 

Although Nabb’s case was horrific and undeserved, certain pre- 
cautions on her part could have allowed her to avoid the incident 
altogether. Mazatlan, the city in which Nabb and her husband were 
travelling, is known to be a rougher region of the country, and travel- 
ling there is generally discouraged. Additionally, Nabb was walking 
in the resort alone in the middle of the night, without even informing 
her sleeping husband of her whereabouts before leaving the room. 

Obviously, the blame shouldn't be laid on Nabb for suffering a brutal 
beating. But what we can learn from her case is that taking a few pre- 
cautions like those — the same precautions we'd take anywhere — can 
save us a lot of trouble in the long run. 

Nabb’s story is tragic, as is Osegueda’s, but it’s unfair to say that 
these incidents are indicative of a widespread crime problem in all of 
Mexico. Taking a rational approach and actually looking at the hard 
facts clearly reveals that crime is, in fact, not as concerning of an issue 
as the Canadian media claims. If we obsess over isolated incidents 
rather than looking at the bigger picture, the victims merely become 
ourselves. 

So, the decision is yours — enjoy Mexico’s balmy weather and lovely 
beaches, or waste your time worrying about what if. 


Alex Migdal 
NEWS EDITOR 
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letters to the editor 


Mi Tian will be missed 


On the last day of class, my student Mi 
Tian (Tristan Mi) serenaded me from 
the hallway in Mandarin and English. 
Asa trained musician, I can recognize 
an excellent singer, and that afternoon 
I heard one. Mi Tian made me feel 
like the most fortunate instructor on 
campus. What a marvelous present! 

For his final presentation to our 
class, Mi Tian recited a long poem in 
Mandarin. Then, dressedasascholarin 
the Confucian tradition, he explained 
the poem’s meaning and placedit inthe 
context ofa long tradition of literature. 
I think my class learned a great deal 
that day. I know I did. Mi Tian’s per- 
formance impressed me so much that 
I gratefully accepted his invitation to 
watch him perform in a show with the 
university’s drama department. Over 
the next few years, he madea name for 
himselfin the BFA acting program. 

I write these lines to celebrate the 
rich, full life of a young man who 
offered so much to so many. During 
22 years, Mi Tian lived profoundly. 
One day in class, I asked one of my 
students to read Pablo Neruda’s early 
poem, “Puedo escribir esta noche las 
lineas mastristes” (TonightI Can Write 
the Saddest Lines). After hearing it in 
Spanish, my multilingual students 
read translations in English, French, 
Portuguese, Italian, and Polish. 
Finally Mi Tian recited as well, making 
Neruda’s lines resound powerfully in 
Mandarin. I will never forget that read- 
ing. No one there will ever forget it. 


Marco Katz 
FORMER ENGLISH INSTRUCTOR 
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Important to know who’s 
on Students’ Council 


(Re: “Council Forum, January 24, 2012” 
by April Hudson, Jan. 25) 

“A question was posed about the new 
SU brochure, which features the exec- 
utive members but leaves no space for 
councillor names. Tighe answered that 
he wants to put the names of the coun- 
cillors on the back of the brochure.” 

Yes, this sums up Students’ Council 
nicely, doesn't it? 


“Jimbo” 
VIAINTERNET 


Greek organizations are 
for conformists 


(Re: “Is joining a Greek organization 
valuable?” By Owais Yahya & Josh 
Schmaltz, Jan. 25) 

Ahhbhh yes, join the flock for you are 
a sheep. 


“Muciope” 
VIA INTERNET 


Field contest evaluation 
misses key details 


(Re: “Album Battle: Tara Oram vs. Jessie 
Farrell?” By Ryan Bromsgrove, Jan. 25) 

I'dlike to inquire as to the process for 
a re-evaluation of your third criteria: 
“Most likely to have spent significant 
time ina field.” 

While it’s true that I hail from 
Vancouver, I now live on Vancouver 
Island where I spend extensive time 


walking in and occasionally laying 
around in fields. Furthermore, the 
variety of my field time is diverse: 
Grass fields, wheat fields, blueberry 
fields, and more. 

One lesser known fact that provides 
me an advantage in the field category 
is that I run a small organic juice & 
smoothie bar called Jessie’s Juice Co 
(http://www.facebook.com/jess- 
iesjuiceco) that uses as much local and 
organic product as possible. When I’m 
not touring, I’m often picking up pro- 
duce at local farms, and in order to do 
so, traipse through their fields. 

So, I respectfully request my appeal 
be considered and your judgement be 
rendered accordingly. 


Jessie Farrell 
FIELD LOVER EXTRAORDINAIRE 


Income from tips can 
beat a nurse’s salary 


(Re: “Tipping: the right thing to do, or 
useless practice?” by Alana Willerton 
& Nick Ong, Jan. 25) 

As anurse witha degree, Iagree that 
tipping has gotten a little out of con- 
trol. It disturbs me to know that I can 
run for 12 hours straight and love and 
stress over my patients — who are our 
country’s children — and their criti- 
cal, life threatening illnesses and come 
home to find out my husband has made 
morethan mewhile serving. It disturbs 
us both to know he will also likely take 
a pay cut when he finishes school and 
changes his role from a server to a 
teacher. 
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NDP leadership hopefuls not an inspiring lot 


Andrew 
Jeffrey 
OPINION STAFF 


Stop anyone on the street, ask them 
whether they prefer Newt Gingrich 
or Mitt Romney and no matter how 
negative, you'll likely at least get 
some sort of intelligible answer. Do 
the same for the NDP leadership 
candidates and you'll often only be 
met with a shrug and a confused re- 
sponse of “Who?” behind a stagger- 
ingly huge wall of apathy. 

The slow trudge to finda successor 
to Jack Layton has been largely por- 
trayed by the media as a drawn-out 
and dull affair in front of an uncaring 
Canadian public. It’s gotten to the 
point where most people couldn't tell 
you the first thing about the differ- 
ences between Thomas Mulcair and 
Brian Topp. But what’s even worse is 
Canadians who have followed these 
candidates may still have the same 
problem. 

The depiction of a boring leader- 
ship competition is completely justi- 
fied given the candidates choosing 
to be largely indistinguishable from 
one another when it comes to their 
political views. In Sunday's debate in 
Halifax, the moderator actually had 
to urge them to find some ground to 
disagree upon at the start, as up un- 
til this point many of the “debates” 
included only slight discrepancies in 
views that were largely in agreement. 
Their debates are not exactly riveting, 
and nor are the contenders; a recent 
poll by Abacus Data found that 40 per 
cent of Canadians are unaware of who 
any of the NDP candidates are. 


It may seem unfair to compare the 
potential nominees for President 
of the United States to the potential 
leaders of an opposition party that 
could still easily fall back to third 
place in the next election, but the 
actions of the NDP candidates are 
partly inspired by the Republican 
primaries. 


Their hesitance to 
disagree has made 
them unmemorable and 
caused the Canadian 
public to tune out from 
what should be an 
interesting race. 


The reason the NDP candidates are 
so hesitant to disagree with one an- 
other is partly out of fear. They're hesi- 
tant to poke holes in each others’ poli- 
cies, incite too much disagreement or 
make each other look bad after how 
detrimental the debates of Romney 
and Gingrich have been to both their 
presidential odds. Factor in the Con- 
servative Party's uncanny ability to 
defeat opposition like Stéphane Dion 
and Michael Ignatieff in past elections 
using unflattering sound bites from 
the politicians’ pasts and it’s almost 
understandable why the NDP candi- 
dates might prefer boring right now. 

While their dedication to avoiding 
internecine battles is admirable, the 
net effect has been negative. Their 
hesitance to disagree has made them 
forgettable and caused the Canadian 
public to tune out from what could 
be an interesting race. After all, Jack 
Layton was one of the most popular 
Canadian politicians in years and 
many Canadians should be inter- 


ALL SMILES, NO EXCITEMENT They look happy, but few Canad: 


ested to see if his successor can con- 
tinue the NDP’s surge of popularity 
from last year. 

In all fairness, the debate on Sun- 
day featured some actual debating 
and disagreement at the moderator’s 
request. The other candidates ques- 
tioned frontrunner Thomas Mulcair 
on a number of subjects and seemed 
to have unique ideas. For the sake of 
this party’s future, this discontent in 
the party ranks must only grow. This 
should only be the beginning as the 


candidates set themselves apart and 
becoming unique leadership candi- 
dates that Canadians can get behind. 
The results will be announced on 
March 24, which still gives the NDP 
candidates plenty of time to improve 
their image and actually become 
known to Canadian voters. 

The way to defeat the Conservative 
party isn’t through thinking of what 
they could turn against you in at- 
tack ads, but in finding holes in their 
policies, finding reasons as to why 


This year’s SU elections need competition 


Adrian Lahola- 
Chomiak 
OPINION STAFF 


An election should be like a trip to 
the supermarket. I should be able to 
browse the fruits and vegetables, toss 
away the bruised ones and choose 
that one perfect apple way at the back 
which has a reasonable vision for the 
other produce and the leadership 
skills to get them there. Unfortunately, 
the Students’ Union executive election 
at the university last year was more 
reminiscent of shopping at a Soviet 
food dispensary than your local Save- 
On foods. 


What we got last year 
were candidates who by 
virtue of their desire to 
become executives were 
granted the position 
almost by default. 


In that election, only one executive 
position was contested. Candidates 
ran campaigns out of courtesy since 
the only opponent they were fac- 
ing was the voter apathy/none of the 
above double bill. What we got cannot 
in the truest sense of the word have 
been called a democratic election. It 
could be more aptly described as a 
sign-up sheet. 

None of this is the fault of those 
candidates. Unfortunately, our stu- 
dent government system did not at- 
tract people to participate. Despite the 
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MORE CHOICE Let’s not have a repeat of last year’s election. PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: RYAN BROMSGROVE 


reasonable paycheque and valuable 
resumé-builder that comes with any 
ofthe positions, there was still a deficit 
of people willing to run. 

It’s a troubling problem for an 
organization that is supposed to be 
representative of the student body. 
Without some sort of vetting process, 
beyond filling out the paperwork and 
collecting the paltry 50 signatures 
required to run for office, the elec- 
tion becomes more of a test of will 
than popularity amongst students. 
What we got last year were candi- 
dates who by virtue of their desire to 
become executives were granted the 


position almost by default. 

I hope this year we see a drastically 
different political scenario, both on 
the ballot and in the forums. A hotly- 
contested showdown for all of the po- 
sitions not only gives students choice, 
but is much more likely to get them 
involved than a few awkward, embar- 
rassed speeches from the only guys 
who bothered to run. What’s more, 
this kind of competition would force 
the candidates to put some effort into 
meeting students and getting them 
interested in the SU. 

Competition was the fuel for the ef: 
fort both Colten Yamagishi and David 


McBean put into the only semi-inter- 
esting race. This year, we need every 
position contested. If the candidates 
for every position were forced to get 
out there and get themselves known, 
students would be much more inter- 
ested, more likely to vote, and more 
likely to get involved with the SU. And 
along with that, candidates who pro- 
duce lazy posters and stumble through 
speeches would face the defeat they 
deserve. 

We can be bothered to get together 
and play some dodgeball in order to 
set a world record, but when it comes 
to our student government, we seem 
to treat it the same way we treat on- 
line homework assignments. We deal 
withit as fast as possible and then put 
it out of our mind the rest of the time. 
Ifthere is anything that could breathe 
some life into the electoral process, 
it is competition between viable can- 
didates who care about making the 
school a better place. 

After the last election cycle cametoa 
close, we were lucky to get candidates 
as good as they turned out to be. But 
we lost a significant portion of what 
characterizes the process when we lost 
our opportunity to actually choose. 
Voter apathy is always an issue, and 
nothing else breeds disinterest more 
in any race than a predetermined end- 
ing. Voting last year was a formality, 
and few actually paid attention at all. 

Competition would serve the dual 
purposes of getting students more 
interested in the election, and at the 
same time educating them about what 
the Students’ Union representatives 
would plan to do with their time. So if 
anyone out there is considering run- 
ning for office, please take the plunge 
and get into the fight. Don't let last 
year repeat itself. 


ians can actually tell these NDP leadership candidates apart. SUPPLIED 


not only Conservatives are unfit for 
leadership but why other leadership 
rivals in your party aren't as suitable. 
It’s about making the Canadian pub- 
lic aware of why you alone are the 
best fit as leader of a party that is the 
best choice for controlling Canada’s 
government. 

Until an NDP candidate can do 
that, most Canadians will continue 
to be completely unaffected and un- 
aware of what’s actually happening 
in the party. 


the marble 


pedestal 


COMPILED BY Ravanne Lawday 


Iusedto beagainst the ever-chang- 
ing technology of cellphones, but 
last week I finally got with the 
times. Before now, I'd a phone of 
relatively normal IQ: I was able 
to access emails, Facebook, and 
fiddle around on a touchscreen. 
Then, it broke and my outlook on 
technology changed. 

When I tried to save my normal 
phone, I was told that I might as 
well conduct a Viking funeral for 
it, because there was no way that 
thing was coming back to life. I 
was instantly stricken by sadness. 
That machine had always been 
the little phone that could. 

But apparently, I'd racked up 
enough credit for a new phone 
of my choice. After a couple of 
tests, and I walked out with the 
most expensive phone they had 
in stock: the Einstein of smart- 
phones, the LG Eclypse. The fun of 
atouchscreenandan adventurous 
keyboard sold me. Within seconds 
I could operate my several email 
accounts, check-in to my current 
location on Facebook and even set 
a gorgeous man wearing a top-hat 
as my background. I was in love. 

One week later, I’m still infatu- 
ated. Important emails are only 
a click away, texting and co-ordi- 
nating with friends is less of a 
hassle, andI don't have to grab my 
laptop to look up pointless infor- 
mation anymore. Friends, take 
it from a former technophobe, 
smartphones are worthit. My only 
regret isthatit took methislongto 
put them onthe Marble Pedestal. 
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Got something that you need to get off your mind? Either email us at a = tweet @three- 
linesfree, or message us at www.thegatewayonline.ca/threelinesfree 


The best way for the University to save 
money would be to lay off some of the well- 
paid higher-ups in the University’s admin- 
istration. 

So the BSA believes the bank is at fault (from 
the jan 25 article in the gateway). Are you 
fucking serious? Way to defend your own... 
Why would anyone date hipsters? It’s all 
about dating computer/math/science geeks 
obviously. 

Why is the fashion profile always a hipster? 
Some of us dress well without describing our 
outfit as both Goodwill and Aritzia. 

What's the big deal with the 99% and 1%? It’s 
been going in since the start ofthe industrial 
revolution. Get over it. 

Five hundred thousand: 

Buys three faculty staff or 

Halfa president. 

Dear psych104 ex-lover, 

tell me why you are punishing me 

or sit elsewhere please. 

Rory Tighe looks like Patrick Swayze. But can 
he dance? No. 

To the young gentleman hairdresser at The 
Stylistics Hair Group in Hub: Gawd yer cute. 
Signed, The Ginger Grad Student. 
Red-haired engineer with black stalker coat - 
who are you? You give me the chills. 

If you're gonna play tetris in class... be good 
at it! you put all the pieces in the wrong way! 


OCCUPY 
EDMONTON 


So are we going to have a pile of dirty 
hippies rolling around our campus, or a 
movement that'll finally bring down tuition? 


gateway 


MEETINGS WEDNESDAY AT 5 IN 3-04 SUB 


Library staff want to know..what happened 
between you and the smiling girl? 

is it bad that i want to sleep with cute girl in 
my christian love and marriage course. you 
know who you are. 

To the redhead in the third row of ENGL 223: 
STOP BBMING IN CLASS! The constant click- 
ing of your keyboard is making everyone 
hate you. 

Check out Islam Awareness Week - February 
6-10! On campus! 

I find it ironic that in an infection andimmu- 
nity class you are continuously coughing all 
over the back of my head 

If you book a study room to watch music 
videos have the fucking decency to turn the 
volume down so people trying to study in the 
quite can do so. Assholes. 

The SUTV news feed is shit. 

I like ferraris 

SUB drinking fountain 

used to be best on campus 

now a plastic bag 

Dear “Science Student”: 

Which art students love ponies? 

None. I’m in Comp. Sci. 

The Gateway reserves the right to refuse 
publication of any submission it deem 
racist, sexist or otherwise hatefulin nature. 
We aren’t able to print all submissions, but 
we'll try. 
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COMPILED BY Ryan Bromsgrove 


Given the recent kerfuffle regarding the 
BSA involving the minor inconvenience of 
more than $27,000 going awry, you'd expect 
Students’ Council to have some pretty 
strong opinions about them. Last week, 
they voted 15-8 in favour of granting a refer- 
endum for their members regarding a four- 
year extension of their Faculty Association 
Membership Fee. And given the publicly- 
available information thus far — that some 
unnamed person took advantage of a bank 
error to whisk away a tiny fortune and is 
currently going through the university's 
disciplinary process which shows little sign 
of effectiveness — that’s probably the right 
way to vote. Give the decision to the business 
students over what to do with their faculty 
association. 

But council is privy to more than just the 
publicly-available information, and eight of 
them, based on the full extent of their knowl- 
edge, decided to withhold their assent. The 
problem is that none of them bothered to 
explain why. Despite one-third of council 
voting against the motion, nobody took the 
time to speak against it. The closest we got 
was SU President Tighe’s revelation that there 
are outstanding requests of documents from 
the Audit Committee to the BSA from abouta 
year ago, and combined with everything else 
lately that should certainly be worrying. But 
it was coupled with an explanation that the 
BSA provides valuable services that would be 
lost without the fee extension. 


There was a long discussion in-camera 
after the BSA’s presentation at the previ- 
ous council session, and councillors can’t 
debate on information that hasn't been 
made public. But some information has 
been made public since then, and they cer- 
tainly could have spoken about the embez- 
zlement itselfand how the BSA has handled 
the situation, ignoring any more specific 
details not yet made public. 

To be sure, had they gone back in-camera 
to debate this openly, I'd be complaining 
about that as well, but these are the con- 
sequences of the reckless decision to go 
in-camera in the first place at the previ- 
ous council — with no debate, by the way. 
It wouldn't have been ideal for council to 
return to its secret debate, but secret debate 
sure beats no debate. Because a decision 
made with no debate, with a significant 
number of councillors on both sides, means 
only one thing. Everybody came to the vote 
with a pre-determined decision, unpre- 
pared to serve students best by engaging in 
debate, sharing their thoughts on the issue, 
and being willing to change their minds 
— or having sufficient conviction in their 
opinion to try to persuade others. If this is 
how council is going to deal with tough sit- 
uations, they might as well stay home and 
vote via email. 


Council Watch is a semi-regular feature 
wherein we listen to what Students’ Council 
has to say, and praise or lambast them accord- 
ingly. Students’ Council meets every second 
Tuesday, and they buy you a meal for joining 
them. Last time it was wraps, but we're all 
anxiously awaiting for chili night. 


FEBRUARY 6-9, 2012 
6:00 & 7:15 PM NIGHTLY 


Info Week is a series of free, program-specific information sessions that zero in on 
more than 70 full-time programs. The career focus changes each evening - plan to 
come on the night that interests you most. Sessions start at 6:00 pm and repeat at 
7:15 pm nightly on Main Campus. Parking is free. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6 


EXTRA INFO EVERY NIGHT 


* Business & Administration (12 programs) * Financial Aid, Academic Upgrading and 


* Media & Design (4 programs) 
* Hospitality & Culinary Arts (4 programs) 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 


* Engineering Technologies (12 programs) 
* IT & Electronics (7 programs) 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8 


* Building Construction & Design 

(5 programs) 
* Environmental Management (9 programs) 
* Trades & Industrial (6 programs) 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9 


« Animal Studies (2 programs) 
* Health Sciences (16 programs) 


You could win a 
$500 tuition credit 


Continuing Education staff on hand for 
your questions. 

Alberta Apprenticeship & Industry 
Training personnel ready to help, 
Mon-Wed. 

Onsite application assistance. Just bring 
your Alberta Student Number and credit 
card to apply online. 


EDUCATION FOR 


THE REAL WORLD 


www.nait.ca/infoweek 


Visit www.nait.ca/infoweek for event 
details and find out how you could win! 


11762 - 106 Street nw, Edmonton | www.nait.ca 


AN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY COMMITTED TO STUDENT SUCCESS 
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SUB renovation ideas that really kick some ass 


Opinion 
Staff 
GROUP COMMENTARY 


The plan for SUB includes some 
nifty looking renovations. But The 
Gateway wonders if we can’t think 
up a few better ideas. 


Katelyn Hoffart 


When the mere thought of stepping 
out into -40C weather induces irre- 
pressible fits that leave you sprawled 
across the floor crying, it’s time to 
consider a tropical holiday. But since 
most of us are poor from spending 
all of our earnings on tuition and 
booze, the beach is going to have to 
come to the UofA. 

If I'm going to have to kick in 
a whole $9 for SUB renovations, 
we're going to do it my way. To cope 
with the seemingly endless winter 
months, the renovation priority 
needs to be a tropical oasis located 
in SUB. We'll clear out the whole 
bottom level of the bookstore and 
uncomfortable seating and replace 
it with sand. None of that half-assed 
playground sand; we're talking 
about imported white granular per- 
fection from Mexico. 

Of course there will be turquoise- 
blue water home to thousands of 
friendly dolphins just as we were 
promised by all those pleasant 
SeaWorld commercials. Maybe even 
a shark just to keep things interest- 
ing. The temperature will be won- 
derfully warm, and margaritas will 
be served by shirtless muscular pool 
boys. Lots of pool boys. Furthermore 


are 


FIRING MY LASER Why stop at study space and natural lighting when you can slap a laser on the sucker? PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: DAN MCKECHNIE 


the coup de grace of this venue 
would be an artistic fountain that 
gushes out tequila. Let’s do the right 
renovation here: say yes to majestic 
marine mammals and resort-like 
grandeur. 


Ryan Bromsgrove 


SUB needs giant mechanical legs. It’s 
no fun being stuck in this one posi- 
tion on campus. A simple spider-like 
contraption could be attached to its 
sides, enabling the whole building to 
shamble across to Humanities and 


drop students off, rather than force 
them to face the unforgiving cold 
and minor discomfort associated 
with walking. Don’t want to take 
the elevator to RATT? No problem. 
Just get SUB to trot over to Dewey’s 
instead. 

Better, once we have SUB walking, 
it’s only a little more work to attach 
a couple of lasers to the side of it. 
Thus weaponized, we can take over 
the city. Not even mutant Stephen 
Mandel could stand up to that sort of 
mighty power. University Hall will 
be the first building to go, followed 


Turns out I’m pretty much the 
single greatest guy who ever lived 


Darcy 
Ropchan 
OPINION STAFF 


Everywhere I go, people always ask 
me why I’m so great. Professors, doc- 
tors and politicians all want to know, 
“What is it that makes you so much 
smarter, handsome and better than 
us?” And I honestly don’t know. Be- 
ing awesome isn't a choice: it’s some- 
thing that you're born with. 

Ifyou don’tunderstand why people 
look up to me, consider this: there 
are no positive role models these 
days. Sure, Susan Boyle may have 
won the hearts of millions by singing 
a stupid song on TV. And president 
Obama tried to give us change that 
we could believe in. Anyone can sing 
and change things. But do they write 
consistently hilarious humour arti- 
cles all while maintaining a solid D+ 
average? Hell no. That’s a feat that 
only a select few can pull off. And by 
a select few, I refer here to myself. 

The next question that I get 
asked the most, after “Will 
you marry me?” is “Can 
you please teach me to 
stop being a loser, 
and start being as 
great as you?” 
At first I 
thought 
that was 
impossible. 


You can't teach someone to be an art- 
ist. You either have it or you don’t. 
But the more I think about it, the 
more I realize this world could use a 
little more Darcy in it. I’m willing to 
give a small glimpse into my life, so 
you might become maybe a tenth as 
awesome as I am. 

The first thing you should do is act 
like you don't give a shit about any- 
thing. Cool people like me don't have 
time to care about what other people 
say or think. Idon't listen to every lit- 
tle detail about some pointless story 
that my friends or family tell. 'ma 
busy guy and have places to be. 

The best way to seem like you're 
too awesome to care is to give one 
word answers to everything you're 
told. Is your friend telling you about 
how they just got their test results 
back from the doctor and it doesn't 
look good? Just reply with a simple 
“oh” or “sounds cool.” Bonus points 
for texting on your phone while 
they’re trying to unload their wor- 
ries on you. You're worrying about 
important, awesome stuff. You don't 
have time for cancer diagnoses. 

The next step is to always show 

up late for everything. Class, dates, 
weddings, funerals, any- 

thing. I'm so awe- 
some that I 


can't bother to remember when 
things start. Who has the time for 
that? Ialways show up at least halfan 
hour late to everything I’m invited to. 
Showing up late makes people think 
you were too busy doing awesome 
shit to arrive on time. 

I was once 45 minutes late to my 
great-great-grandmother’s funeral. 
I tried to be as loud as I could when 
I entered so everyone would know 
that I'd arrived. 

Icould hear my family whispering 
to each other. They must have been 
saying: “Gee, he’s late and he reeks 
of cigarettes and alcohol. He must 
have been busy doing something 
awesome last night.” Just remember 
my motto: “I'm great, I'm going to be 
late, make them wait.” 

There’s much more, but you'll 
never be as awesome, suave and 
well-dressed as Iam, so it’s not worth 
trying. But if you've deluded yourself 
otherwise and want to follow in my 
footsteps, take my advice as a start- 
ing point. Some of you might be ask- 
ing, “Why would we ever want to be 
like you?” Well, because fuck you, 
that’s why. 


by Old Arts — because seriously. 

That’sright. Give meeight mechan- 
icallegs anda laser for each side of the 
building, and forget renovating SUB. 
I'm going to renovate the shit out of 
all of campus. 


Adrian Lahola-Chomiak 


Tam sick of having to wait for eleva- 
tors and waddle with crowds up and 
down stairs all around campus. I 
dream of more efficient modes of 
transport, whisking me down sto- 
ries while simultaneously clearing 


LETTERS * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 

I also know that I do not want 
the same 16-year-old punk from 
McDonald’s serving me my $200 
dinnerwhenIgoout onaspecial occa- 
sion and I appreciate that the servers 
in nicer restaurants work a lot harder 
to make the “experience” than those 
at Denny’s who might swing by once 
and grumpily ask if you want more 
coffee. Having said that, I do believe 
in tipping based on service and qual- 
ity of food, etc. 


Lauren Van Dassen 
VIA INTERNET 


Apparent defence 
of business students 
clearly a cunning attack 


(Re: “Business students need to fight 
badimage” by Ryan Bromsgrove, Jan. 
25) 

Business students don’t owe you 
or the school anything. Last time I 
checked, university wasn't a popu- 
larity contest. If you really think 
you're that talented at PR, maybe 
you should reconsider what faculty 
you're in. It is incredible how you 
write such cruel things about the 
business faculty and then quickly 
say that those aren't your views. 
Nice try pal but it’s quite obvious 
you're not the biggest fan of business 
students. Why was you're article on 
the front page of the paper? I have no 
idea. Why is it considered a top opin- 
ion? That’s even a bigger mystery 
but, from what I can tell, the busi- 
ness faculty is not popular amongst 
Gateway staff. How about meeting 
some real life business undergrads 
in the BSA lounge instead of sitting 
in SUB pretending you know what 
the school needs. 


AriGold 
VIAINTERNET 


up space for those going up. It sound 
like a pipe dream but I think that it 
is time to implement a fireman pole 
system. 

Imagine it. Sliding down to the 
bookstore after a round of tequila 
shots at RATT for lunch. Imagine 
not having to deal with crowds of 
people who walk up the centre of the 
stairs single file. Imagine people not 
taking the elevator down two floors 
because they’re too lazy to walk over 
to the stairs. 

I'msure some wusses out there are 
thinking about the possible safety 
issues associated with cutting a hole 
through a building and then getting 
to slide down a pole unharnessed. 
To them I would say that we have to 
stop coddling students and practice 
some natural selection. Handrails? 
Emergency stop buttons? Time to 
man up and slide down the big shiny 
metal pole and suck up those broken 
ankles you'll get at the bottom. 

Some people say that I’madreamer, 
but I do believe that if we drop our 
petty campaigns for student space 
and making the lower level of SUB 
useful, and unite behind the cause 
of relieving stair and elevator con- 
gestion with fireman poles, we can 
get it done. 


Andrew Jeffrey 


This might sound crazy, but if SUB 
could get elevators that go even just 
a month without having to be ser 
viced, that'd be the most incredible 
improvement. Yes, there’s always the 
alternative of taking the incredibly 
creepy concrete staircase, but let’s 
be honest, none of us feel safe taking 
those. For the sake of us all not feel- 
ing like we're about to be assaulted, 
please, fix the elevators. 


Countries without 
tipping have bad service 


(Re: “Tipping: the right thing to do, or 
useless practice?” by Alana Willerton 
& Nick Ong, Jan. 25) 

Some of the best service I ever 
receive is at Denny’s. Servers at 
expensive restaurants may make 
more, but youraverage server makes 
far less than a junior engineer 

And again I will reiterate: go to a 
city where no one tips and see what 
kind of service you receive. In these 
cities there is literally no incentive 
to give good service. The waitress is 
paid the same regardless of whether 
the food comes on time, or after it 
has gotten cold. She is paid the same 
whether she gives you a water for 
free or charges you. The simple fact 
that tips can be denied for bad ser- 
vice means that in Canada we do get 
better service. It also means that our 
bill is cheaper because the servers 
don’t have to get paid more. 

By eliminating tipping we would 
be agreeing to pay more for worse 
service. I fail to see how that makes 
any logical sense. 


“Brian” 
VIA INTERNET 


Letters to the editor should be sent 
to letters@gateway.ualberta.ca or 
delivered by paper airplane to SUB 
3-04. No attachments please — espe- 
cially if using the airplane method. 

The Gateway reserves the right to 
edit letters for length and clarity, and 
refuse publication of any it deems 
racist, sexist, libellous or hateful in 
nature. The Gateway also reserves 
the right to publish letters online. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the author’s name, program, 
year of study, and student ID number 
to be considered for publication. 
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WANTED: 


LEADERS 


PRESIDENT WICE PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT BOARD OF 
ACADEMIC EXTERNAL OPERATIONS STUDENT LIFE GOVERNORS 
& FINANCE REPRESENTATIVE 


NOMINATION PACKAGES 
NOW AVAILABLE 


Nomination packages are now available for the SU Executive and 
Board of Governors Representative Election. 


Pick-up your package at SUB 2-900 or download it online. 


COMPLETED NOMINATIONS ARE DUE BY 
February 17, 2012 @ 5pm 


WWW.SU.UALBERTA.CA/VOTE Hiwes 


(jy HUMBER 


The Business School 


POSTGRADUATE 
CERTIFICATES IN: 


Event Management 

Financial Planning 

Global Business Management 
Human Resources Management 
International Development — 
International Marketing 

Marketing Managemen 


Public Administration 


nore 


business.humber.ca 
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Refusing to use Twitter and 
Facebook for no real reason 


“Do you realize that in exchange for the services they 
provide at no immediate cost, they take the personal 
information that you freely give and then show you 
things that you might be interested in purchasing — and 
then force you to purchase them?” 


Ryan 
Bromsgrove 
OPINION EDITOR 


I don’t use Twitter or Facebook. And 
whenever they come up in conversa- 
tion, it’s vitally important that I make 
sure everyone knows that I refuse to 
sign up because I think “social me- 
dia’ is silly. 

Look at all you sheep joining the 
latest internet fads to share with 
the world all your useless thoughts 
about your cats and meaningless 
lives. I’ve got a little newsflash here: 
nobody cares. You'll find out soon 
enough, when we finally reach my 
arbitrary moving goalpost date of 
two years from whenever “now” is, 
when these services will die the same 
horrible death as Myspace. All social 
networks die. My sample size is one. 
More than enough. 

Anyhow, after lout myself as one of 
the few sane ones left, people tell me 
that they like seeing updates about 
other people’s cats. I straight up re- 
fuse to believe them. Even if true, the 
fact remains that they shouldn't like 
those things — and I know what’s 
best for them. 

Then they pipe up that people use 
these services to share things that are 
legitimately interesting: news updates, 
quickly disseminating information 
between multiple groups of friends 
at once, making contacts, sharing 
event information or live-reporting 
important things. That’s when I stop 


the burlap 


sack 


COMPILED BY Nathan Chu 


I’m sorry Colten Yamagishi, but 
you've really dropped the ball on 
scheduling Break the Record 2012. 
Unless you haven't heard, the 
University of Alberta is attempting 
to take back the Guinness World 
Record for largest dodgeball game 
from UC Irvine this Friday at noon 
in the Butterdome. And the prob- 
lem is that it’s this Friday at noon. 
According to ascan through Bear 
Tracks, there are about 500 under 
graduate lectures, labs, or semi- 
nars occurring from 10 a.m. (when 


listening. Because again, I refuse to 
believe this, and my pride will never 
allow me to check for myself if they're 
actually anything worth using. 

Finally, I recognize the practical ar- 
guments for joining these networks, 
centering around simply reaching a 
lot of people with your message, but 
again, I care not. I would rather ex- 
haustingly track people down one by 
one by phone or in-person than spend 
less than a minute updating everyone 
at once on Facebook or Twitter. If we 
get to this point in the real-life argu- 
ment, I generally throw my hands up 
in the air in exasperation and expela 
disdainful sigh, indicating that I shall 
reluctantly shut up — but will retain 
anair of superiority for the remainder 
of our time together. 

To sum up, when it comes to the 
purported usefulness of these servic- 
es I'm personally invested in being 
willfully ignorant, because it’s part 
of my identity to think that stuff oth- 
er people do is frivolous and trivial. 
I have more important things to do, 
like living in the past where it’s com- 
fortable and warm. 

Back in the old days, if you wanted 
to talk to a friend you picked up the 
phone. You didn’t “twitter” at them, 
you dialed 10 digits and spoke into 
the devil box. Some people try to 
characterize me as the same sort of 


registration opens) to 1 p.m. (the 
approximate ending time). That’s 
more than 25,000 undergrads out 
of the 31,000 or so who may have 
class at that time, which means that 
scheduling alone excludes about 80 
per cent of the main population of 
students who we are relying on to 
fuel this event. 

Skip your classes, you say? 

Unfortunately for some students 
— myself and 350 of my classmates 
included — we're nearing midterm 
season once again, and some may 
actually have one during that time. 

The game should have been 
scheduled weeks earlier at 2 p.m. 
during the first Friday of winter 
t-erm. That way there would be no 
midterms, no labs, and it wouldn't 


person who resisted the introduc- 
tion of the telephone, but they’re 
completely wrong. As I said earlier, 
Twitter and Facebook are objectively 
useless, and therefore they will soon 
shut down. On the other hand, tele- 
phones were and are useful, so they 
have and will stick around. 

And when you use the phone, you 
don't get advertisers yelling down it 
at you. I mean look at all those ads on 
Facebook and Twitter. Do you realize 
that in exchange for the services they 
provide at no immediate cost, they 
take the personal information that 
you freely give and then show you 
things that you might be interested 
in purchasing — and then force you 
to purchase them? Talk about an in- 
vasion of privacy. It’s practically theft. 

No, I'll stay right where I am, thank 
you very much. Instead of rationally 
considering what information, if any, 
about myself wish to be public in ex- 
change for a method of communica- 
tion that many find useful, I shall dis- 
miss the concept entirely and stick to 
my good old reliable telephone line. 

Sometimes it just feels like every- 
body in the world is wrong except me. 
If only there were a way I could seek 
out like-minded people and validate 
my convictions thusly. Alas, all I have 
is a four-year-old cellphone I bought 


interfere with people who work 
evenings. Also, if there is a more 
ideal time to skip a class than the 
first week when you haven't learned 
anything, then I don't know it. 

And for those worried about 
Antifreeze, consider this. The inter- 
ests of 250 people, or the pride of an 
entire university? 

If our attempt fails, we can blame 
the problem on terrible scheduling 
so very deserving of being thrown 
inthe burlap sack. 


The Burlap Sack is a semi-regular 
feature where a person or group 
who needs to be put in a sack and 
beaten is ridiculed in print. No sack 
beatings are actually administered. 
Promise. 
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Deferral fee allows U of Ato 
profit from student misery 


“If anything, the current fees deter students from 
saving their academic record. One of the worst 
possible scenarios is that this fee makes a student 
defer fewer finals than they’re eligible for in order to 


Scott Fenwick 
OPINION STAFF 


When your're severely sick or have a 
close family member die, these are 
the moments when you just want to 
stay home and curl-up in a ball. But 
if this happens during final exams, 
for most faculties at the University of 
Alberta, it’s an excuse to charge you 
$48.70. 

The university currently charges 
that fee for each deferred exam, 
meaning that if a full-time student 
missed five final exams because of 
illness or a family member’s death 
they would have to pay $243.50 to 
make it up. Not only does this fee 
add insult to injury, but it’s possibly 
one of the most unethical fees the 
university charges. 

Under the university's academic 
calendar, students may apply for a 
deferred final exam if an “incapaci- 
tating illness, severe domestic af- 
fliction or other compelling reason” 
keeps them from writing the original 
one. 

This could mean anything from 
getting sick with Swine Flu, to get- 
ting in a car accident or having a 
family member die. But under the 
university's Reasonable Accommo- 
dation Policy, the only circumstances 
where fees are normally waived are 
where the original final was missed 
because of religious reasons or a 
long-term illness. 

The current idea of removing this 


soften the financial blow.” 


fee was raised last October in the 
Academic Standards Committee of 
General Faculties Council, the uni- 
versity’s second-highest legislative 
body. One of the main defences sup- 
porting the fee was that it acts as a 
deterrent. According to a committee 
document, there was a concern that 
waiving the fee would increase exam 
deferral requests, thereby raising 
faculties’ expenses. 

But there are two problems with 
this. First, if an exam deferral is be- 
ing granted to a student in the first 
place, it’s usually because there’s a 
legitimate reason. It’s therefore not 
clear what exactly needs to be de- 
terred. In nearly all circumstances, 
students writing deferred exams are 
getting penalized for things beyond 
their own control. 

If anything, the current fees deter 
students from saving their academic 
record. One of the worst possible 
scenarios is that this fee makes a stu- 
dent defer fewer finals than they’re 
eligible for in order to soften the fi- 
nancial blow. 

For example, if something kept a 
student from writing five finals, he 
or she may choose to defer only three 
of them, and then take a severely re- 
duced mark in the other two. 

The second problem with the “de- 
terrence” defence is that deferred 
exam fees don’t go directly to the 


faculty. Rather, they go directly into 
the university's general operating 
budget. It’s not immediately clear 
exactly what real costs are associat- 
ed with the deferred exams at all, let 
alone why they go where they do or if 
they'll make it back to the faculties. 

Luckily, there are some voices sup- 
porting the removal of this unethical 
fee. The School of Business and the 
Faculty of Engineering have already 
stopped charging for deferred ex- 
ams. Students’ Union Vice-President 
(Academic) Emerson Csorba, who 
sits on the Academic Standards 
Committee, has also already put his 
opposition on the record. 

But this is still early days. Official 
discussion on dropping the fee start- 
ed in October and a formal proposal 
hasn't been put been put on the table 
yet because it still needs the backing 
of the university’s deans. 

Given the university’s finances, 
some of them may do whatever it 
takes to protect their budget and 
claw more money. 

It will likely take a co-ordinated 
effort between the SU and under- 
graduate faculty associations to get 
the fee eliminated. This issue needs 
to be put on the desk of every dean, 
with every student telling them that 
this fee isn’t acceptable. The U of A 
has no right to make money off of 
students’ misery. 
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Flying the flag not 
an inalienable right 


Ryan 
Bromsgrove 
OPINION EDITOR 


Clearly the most pressing concern for 
our MPs right now is the lack ofa law 
that make it illegal to prevent some- 
body from displaying a Canadian flag. 
Because that was the first order of 
business they discussed when they 
returned to Parliament after a six- 
week break on Monday. 

A private member's bill from Con- 
servative MP John Carmichael, Bill 
C-288’s harshest punishment for pre- 
venting somebody expressing their 
patriotism in this way would be two 
years in jail. The most immediate 
question this bill raises is how exactly 
people are being prevented from dis- 
playing the Canadian flag in ways the 
law currently doesn't already prohibit. 

Obviously, if somebody rips your 
flagpole out of the ground, they’re 
damaging your personal property 
and the law has you covered. The only 
situation where this appears to have 
been a problem for anyone is the very 
specific cases of homeowners’ associ- 
ations making rules against display- 
ing the flag — for whatever reasons 
they may have. 

To which the obvious solution is if 
you don't like their rules, don’t move 
into the sorts of housing communi- 
ties that breed these meddling snobs 
in the first place. Freedom isn’t the 
right to fly a flag, it’s the right to make 
collective decisions without anybody 
else telling you what to do. And ifyou 


willingly subject yourself to the deci- 
sions of such a group, you can either 
get out or seek to influence decisions 
more in your favour without crying to 
your MP like a child. 


If you don’t like their 
rules, don’t move into 
the sorts of housing 
communities that breed 
these meddling snobs... 


We have enough things to deal with 
without fining people or sending 
them to jail for wanting a community 
that doesn't allow the display of flags. 
Some in the Belle River, Ont. retire- 
ment community around which such 
a petty squabble took place last year 
complained that flags looked trailer- 
trashy, and they're entitled to that 
opinion. And if they’ve convinced 
the homeowners’ association to keep 
flags out, then they have every right 
to live in a flag-free community. Yes, 
it’s kind of stupid, but it’s fair. 

What's not fair is making up new 
laws to enforce something in an area 
where grown adults should be entirely 
capable of self-governing. For an MP 
to take this seriously enough to intro- 
duce a bill is governance for the sake 
of governance. Regardless of the pa- 
triotic intention and the wrappings of 
freedom, this sort of lawmaking goes 
against the freedom that Canadian 
veterans — the tools of choice when it 
comes to making emotional appeals to 
get what you want — fought and died 
for. That’s the freedom for rational in- 
dividuals to settle disputes and come 
to decisions on their own. 
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CARY 
ELWES 


THE PRINCESS BRIDE | FEB 14, 2012 
Need a great (& cheap) date for Valentine’s day? How about taking that special some- 
one to a movie that has it all: swordfights, giants, true love, death, betrayal, revenge, 


miracles and even giant rats. Cary Elwes and Robin Wright star in this timeless classic. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES: A GAME OF SHADOWS | MAR 27, 2012 
In this, the second outing for intrepid crime solving duo Holmes and Watson, they 
face their greatest adversary; Professor Moriarty. Their quest to foil his nefarious plans 
takes them from the familar steets to London to the gypsy camps of France and finally 
culminates atop the perilous Richenbach falls. 


THE BREAKFAST CLUB | APR 2, 2012 

“Dear Mr, Vernon, we accept the fact that we had to sacrifice a whole Saturday in 
detention for whatever it was that we did wrong, What we did was wrong. But we think 
you're crazy to make us write this essay telling you who we think we are. What do you 
care? You see us as you want to see us... in the simplest terms and the most convenient 
definitions. You see us as a brain, an athlete, a basket case, a princess and a criminal. 
Correct? That’s the way we saw each other at seven o’clock this morning. We were 


brainwashed.” 


Interested in any of the above events? Want more details? Just send an email to the 
Student Programming Coordinator at spc@su.ualberta.ca 


Or check us out on the web: 


FACEBOOK.COM/UASUEVENTS 


WWW.SU.UALBERTA.CA 


—— Ally Sheedy 


CONCERTS @ MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 

With its excellent acoustics and inviting atmosphere, the Horowitz Theatre is the 
perfect venue to host events ranging from concerts to lectures to dance shows, Past 
performers at the Horowitz Theatre include: Danny Michel, City and Colour, Sarah 
Slean, Hawksley Workman, Hayden, Ron Sexsmith, and Ruthie Foster. Upcoming 


shows include: 
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BREAK THE ICE 

What better way to start off Antifreeze than with an 
obstacle course? But this wasn’t any old obstacle ip ioc 
course — teams had to venture through 80 tires, 9 “ ~~ 
crawl army-style under ropes, spin around on a bat. 

five times, and even do fifty math questions allon 

a treacherous and icy Quad! The relay ended with a 

team race on four person skis, which naturally led te 

some pretty hilarious wipe-outs. Teams that finis ed 

the fastest did not necessarily win the event, since 

every incorrect math question added 10 seconds — 

to their overall time. The stress, coupled wi 

random yelling of numbers by a particular 

organizer, led to some teams getting up to thir 

of the fifty questions wrong, bumping their r 

way back! Winning the race was the Narwh 

apparently possess speed, intelligence, a 

bear’s ability to best the cold. es 


contest, with aiestens foie ve 
different oe ‘music, movi clips 


to muster up some tricky ans 
event was a little. embarrassin 


taking home first place, proving 
degree has at least some use 
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HAPPY FEET 

Teams busted out their best moves in this 
dance competition. Viewers flocked to SUB 
to cheer on their favourite dancers. The 
theme this year again was an aerobics 
routine (think Eric Prydz “Call on me”) so 
teams were out wearing tight and bright 
clothes where you could see more aerobic 
moves than your mother’s Zumba Class. 
Lots of teams were in other colours too, 
such as full penguin suits and some very 
short shorts. Now if only we could erase 
that guy who was wearing a candy bra from 
our memories... UAB Panda’s wowed the 
judges with their synchronicity, sizzling 
moves, and cool shades. 


rribly wrong. The premise of Mixology 
‘ is to make a drink that looks divine and 
tastes even better, and somehow put it all 
3 with ne It is also Antifreeze's 


des a great end to the weeklong 
ixology 113 gave the chance for 


decided earlier in the week what they 
- wou Id make for the panel of judges, but 
i rey taliee was placed peo the 
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BRENNAN MURPHY 
Oh, AntiFreeze. What a week. Teams ran, built, ate, danced, and bargained their way to the top spot. But 
in the end, only one team was victorious. Regardless of who won, however, everyone had fun. 


All | can really say is thank god the weather was much better this year. It did start out a little icy on 
Tuesday, with some pretty hard winds, but that only made the math problems more fun. I'll admit, the 
math questions were my idea. Sorry..As the week went on, things got better and better. Great job to 
all the teams in AntiFreeze this year; you all did extremely well and made for some great photos and 
videos that surely will go viral on the Internet. 


Huge thanks to all the volunteers this year: Michael Schwake, Jessica Macumber, Shauna Kristoff, Tim 
Chan, Landon Kulych, Finbarr Timbers, Cody Thorpe, Jocelyn Bury, Bill Pickering, Gavin McAndrews, 
Courtney Kowal, Saadiq Sumar, Alex Mork, and Tim Ira. We couldn't have done it without you. And 
considering you only found that you were volunteering the weekend before, you deserve a second 
thanks. To Butters, thank your truck-for me. She was the best volunteer of them all. 


Last, I would like to give a special mention to Avicii, Without the awesomeness that is Levels, I'm not 
sure what | would have played all week. | owe you one. 


ARLO GRUNDBERG 


Antifreeze is easily one of my favorite events. It occurs in that magic time after Christmas break when 
you are glad to be away from the parents, happy to be back at school, but by no means are ready to crack” 

a textbook or pay attention in class. It also involves planning hilarious events for teams that constantly 
surprise you with their creativity, humor, dedication, and overall awesomeness. Teams run a tight 
competition for the ability to call themselves Antifreeze champions, but do it all with class (usually). 


The events were fun to plan, and even better to watch unfold. Sorry for all the Rubik's cubes, they 

were most definitely my idea. Unlike last year, the weather was near perfect for this years’ Antifreeze. 
Mother Nature saw fit to give us a one-week delay of the terrible and icy wrath she had In store for all 
Edmontonians and instead gave us four pleasant days. Sure our tent may have almost blown away, the 
ground was one large ice patch, and | think our chalkboard almost crushed someone at one point, but at 
least it wasn't - 30°. 


A huge thanks goes out to everyone who helped us with the events, usually after being asked last minute. 
If there weren't volunteers helping us set-up, teardown, and actually run the events Antifreeze would not 
have been the week it was. I'd list all of you, but | know how shy Michael Schwake, Jessica Macumber, 
Shauna Kristoff, Tim Chan, Landon Kulych, Finbarr Timbers, Cody Thorpe, Jocelyn Bury, Bill Pickering, 
Gavin McAndrews, Courtney Kowal, Saadiq Sumar, Alex Mork, and Tim Ira are. 


Shout out to Butters for letting us commandeer his vehicle. Sorry | got a ticket. Equally sorry for the 
terrible, terrible things | did to the back seat. The biggest thank you goes to the teams Involved In 
Antifreeze this year. If it weren't for your massive amounts of participation and sweet attitudes, this event 
would have been pretty terrible. | hope you managed to have some fun during the week and that you'll be 
back next year. Thanks to the Programming & Venues Department, and the rest of 2-900 who had to put 
up with us. 


And, as always, thanks to Avicil for providing us with the genius that Is Levels. 


DAVID MCBEAN 

Antifreeze was epic. Being a participant last year was one of the highlights of my University experience. 
How often do you get to run around campus wearing a red flannel onesie or get to your favourite Fine 
Young Cannibals track on SUBstage? This year | had the privilege of being part of the team that 
organized AntiFreeze which turned out to be as amazing of an experience. Some highlights include: 
watching teams get basic math questions wrong at Break the Ice, trying to not laugh as teams were 
tearing up while drinking large slurpees in Brain Freeze, hearing Avicli- Levels 19 times in 4 days, 
seeing some hilarious and original dance moves at Happy Feet, having beers with teams while wearing 
a yeti suit, again trying not to laugh while teams were struggling with License to Chill clues, seeing 
some teams plough through other teams’ sleds in the Snow Dogs race, and helping coordinate a twist 
competition while DJing the Antifreeze afterparty. Although there were some stressful times, (who knew 
how annoying moving 80 bleeping tires was?), the amount of energy and fun teams put into this event 
was astronomical. My definite number one highlight was meeting tons of new people from all over 
campus and seeing everybody having a great time together. The amount of spirit each team had was 
inspiring and | am delighted to see this event grow and grow each year and hope most teams return 

to participate. Thanks for to all of the amazing volunteers that helped make this happen, Brennan and 
Arlo for all of the great teamwork, Jen Wanke for holding everything together when times were tough, 
and to all of the teams for the good times and good laughs! 
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UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA STUDENTS’ UNION 


Z014~- 2015 EVENTS 


WEEK OF WELCOME | SEPT 5-8, 2012 


WWW.SU.UALBERTA.CA/WOW | WOW@SU.UALBERTA.CA 

There’s no better way to test the University’s waters—or dive back in—than the 
Students’ Union’s annual Week of Welcome! Come out and celebrate by attending 
fun events throughout the week! Activities include: Pancake Breakfast, Beer 
Gardens, Movie Nights, Clubs Fair, Taste of the U, Live Shows and the Mainstage 
Concert. 


CAMPUS CuP | NOV 23-25, 2012 


WWW.SU.UALBERTA.CA/CAMPUSCUP | CAMPUSCUP@SU.UALBERTA.CA 

Ever wanted to hit your professor in the face? This could be your chance! Sign up 
for the campus-wide dodgeball tournament, the 4th Annual Campus Cup. Students, 
staff and faculty face off in this three day tournament for the chance to be crowned 
champion and win our really big trophy. Registration opens in October, so don’t 


wait! This event fills up fast! 


SU CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR KIDS | DEC 7, 2012 
More than 300 kids from high-needs Edmonton schools will be visiting SUB fora 


day of cookies, caroling, crafts, and Santa Claus! Help out by leading a group of kids 


or organizing activities. Free Santa hat! 


ANTIFREEZE | JAN 7-11, 2013 


WWW.SU.UALBERTA.CA/ANTIFREEZE | ANTIFREEZE(@SU .UALBERTA.CA 

Build a team to compete for prizes and glory in the first week of winter 

term! Collect points through various team activities and catch the Yeti! Registration 
for this legendary campus event opens in late 2012! 


VOLUNTEER FOR EVENTS! 
Want to volunteer for any of the above events? Just send an email to the Student 


Programming Coordinator at spc@su.ualberta.ca 
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Arts & Culture 


intercourse 


COMPILED BY Alana Willerton 
READYXXX TO GET CRUNK 


Love Like This Tour 


Featuring Michael Stagliano 
With Laura Swankey 

Friday, Feb. 3 at 7:30 p.m. 
Avenue Theatre (9030 118 Ave.) 
$13.50 at yeglive.ca 


Fresh offhis season of The Bachelor Padand The 
Bachelorette before that, Michael Stagliano is 
popping back in the limelight again as an aspir- 
ing musician. Performing an acoustic set of 
songs made available on iTunes last year, this is 
Stagliano’s big chance to prove he doesn’t need 
reality television to make it in the big bad world 
of entertainment. Whether or not he'll be suc- 
cessful is yet to be determined, but we can all 
say we were there when he gave it a shot. 


Moving Along 

Written by Chris Craddock 

Directed by Bradley Moss 

Starring Chris Craddock 

Runs Tuesday, Feb. 7 — Sunday, Feb. 26 at 8 p.m. 
Roxy Theatre (10708 124 St.) 

$16.75 at tixonthesquare.ca 


Performing while strapped to an electric chair 
is certainly not the most conventional stage 
setup, but it’s a critical aspect of the latest 
play to hit the Roxy Theatre’s main stage. 
Fascinated audiences from across the coun- 
try have been following this award-winning 
play, with Chris Craddock delivering rapid 
monologues about his past while strapped to 
an electric chair. Focusing on both hilarious 
and heartbreaking stories about his past and 
present relationships, the result is a night of 
theatre unlike anything you'll see again. 


Sleeping Beauty 


Written and directed by Julia Leigh 

Starring Emily Browning, Rachael Blake 

and Ewen Leslie 

Garneau Theatre (8712 109 St.) 

Runs Friday, Feb. 3 — Thursday, Feb. 9 at 9 p.m. 
$8 admission 


Forget the whimsical tale of Sleeping Beauty 
broughtto life by Disney. Thistakeonthechild- 
hood classic is a far cry from the princess story 
we came to know and love as young children. 
This version adopts a much bolder approach as 
Sleeping Beauty takes the form of Lucy (Emily 
Browning), a college student who enters into 
the world of sex work. A bold and risqué film, 
this definitely isn’t the same Sleeping Beauty 
that made you dream of becoming a princess 
waiting for your prince charming. 


Art: Creation of Culture 
Rather Than Consumer 
of Culture 


Presented by U of A International Week 2012 
With Lindsay Ruth Hunt 

Wednesday, Feb. 1 at 4 p.m. 

International House Meeting Room {U of A) 


The politics ofart and culture are alive and well 
at this interactive theatre workshop where par- 
ticipants examine the ways that art can resist 
consumer culture in the modern world. Part 
of the U of A’s 2012 International Week, with 
a number of speakers, films and concerts, the 
workshop draws on practices like Theatre ofthe 
Oppressed, art and activism, political theatre 
and interventionist art. Participants get a taste 
of the theme of the week, Living Democracy, as 
they leave with increased awareness of the pro- 
duction ofart andthe role it plays in democracy, 
activism and political resistance. 
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Arts & Culture Editor 
Madeline Smith 


Phone 

780.492.7052 

Email 

arts@gateway.ualberta.ca 

Volunteer 

A&C meetings Wednesdays at 4 p.m. in 3-04 SUB. 


SAM BROOKS, 


Chris Millar transforms paint and 
pop culture into artistic philosophy 


The Untimely 
Transmogrification 
of the Problem 


CREATED BY » Chris Millar 

CURATED BY» Nancy Tousley 

WHEN » Exhibit runs until Sunday, Apr. 29 

WHERE » Art Gallery of Alberta (2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square 


HOW MUCH » $8 gallery admission 


Alana Willerton 
ARTS & CULTURE STAFF = @ALANAWILLERTON 


Looking at one of Chris Millar’s paintings for 
the first time, it’s difficult to decipher what you're 
seeing. At first glance, it’s just a chaotic jumble of 
images, slogans and words. But upon closer in- 
spection, you begin to notice things — faces, 
cartoons, pop culture references — each 
item carefully selected to fit into an intrin- 
sic narrative thought up in bits and pieces 
by Millar,andmadealmostentirelyout _ 
of layers of paint. f 

A collection of nine paintings and 
two sculptures, The Untimely Trans- 
mogrification of the Problem is more 
than just the Calgary artist’s latest 
work. It’s a mini-retrospective of his 
life, a collection that’s been eight years 
in the making — a lengthy production 
process that arises not by choice, but ne- 
cessity. Each painting and sculpture takes any- 
where from a few weeks to several months to 
complete, as Millar applies layer upon layer of 
paint onto a sheet of plastic, slowly crafting a 3D 
image. The finished product is deceiving, admits 
guest curator Nancy Tousley, as the use of mask- 
ing to create edges on the surface creates the illu- 
sion of a collage. 

“People look at it and they think that he’s 
made a collage — that he’s cut out existing 
images and then pasted them on a surface,” 
says Tousley, who has followed Millar’s work 
for years as an arts journalist. “You can see 
why they might think that, but it’s all done 
with paint.” 


But no matter what Millar’s projects come to 
look like in the end, they start first and foremost 
with a story. The process of creating the narra- 
tives, which Millar likens to a “really slow-paced 
improv sketch” starts off with an initialidea and 
characters, to which Millar slowly adds as he 
works. Never pre-determining the ending, it’s 
not uncommon for Millar’s last step of a project 
to be his initial idea, as is the case with 370H55V, 
the exhibition’s largest sculpture and Millar’s 
biggest creation to date. 

“It’s funny, when you think of doodling, usu- 
ally you think of drawing something on a note- 
pad when you're on the phone or in class. But I 
kind of see this as sculptural doodling,” muses 
Millar. “It’s not really based around some big, 
bold concept — it’s just me using my hands. I 
think maybe when you don't have an outcome 
in mind, it’s when you get some of the most bi- 
zarre outcomes.” 


The stories behind many of Millar’s pieces 
might easily be described as bizarre, to say 
the least. With narrative themes ranging 
from spoofs of the sitcom Frasier to the cre- 
ation of a fictitious heavy metal band called 
Face Spider, Millar’s work reflects an imagi- 
nation that just won't quit. While these piec- 
es evoke the bright, fantastical feel that so 
much of Millar’s work embodies, there are 
also more sombre pieces, stories inspired by 
personal revelations that Millar himself has 
difficulty talking about. 

“The subject matter is all over the place. (Tou- 
sley) sums it up by saying the work is about ‘hu- 
man folly,’ which I would say is a totally keen 
way of describing it,” Millar says. “Humans 
make mistakes and try to succeed in their tasks 
or lives, but there’s just something very human 
when they fail. I think there is beauty in fail- 
ure. So although these are not artistic failures, 
I think they represent some personal failures of 
the people playing out the stories. They also rep- 
resent a lot of people making art or trying to be 
creative and falling short and feeling artistically 
impotent.” 

Millar’s work is littered with both subtle and 
obvious suggestions of these ideas, though it 
may be difficult to find them at first glance. 
Each piece in the exhibit is so wrought with 

detail that handheld magnifying glasses are 
made available for those who want a closer 
look. It’s an important addition to the exhibit, 
since it’s impossible to fully grasp the details 
ofthe paintings and sculptures until you've 
seen them up close with your own eyes. 
Even when you do, the risk of losing the 
story in the muddle of images, figurines 
and references is all too real. Millar himself 
admits that some of his vision may get lost 
in translation when people view the exhibit for 
the first time. As for the curator, Tousley believes 
that there’s a clear story inside each work that 
makes up The Untimely Transmogrification of 
the Problem — it simply requires a little imagina- 
tive thinking on our part to see it. 

“It’s about the way we live and the way we 
relate to each other as people,” Tousley says. 
“In some cases, these are very foolish people 
running around doing very crazy things, but 
in the end, there is the suggestion that we are 
redeemed by the power of the human imagi- 
nation. And that’s what we really see at work 
in here.” 


arts & culture = 26 


Social work 
education 
in Edmonton 


Information sessions: 


Wednesday, Feb. 8 @ 5 pm 
Thursday, Feb. 16 @ noon 


BSW application 
deadline April 1 


UNIVERSITY OF 

Have a degree? Have 2 years of CALGARY 
university? Have a diploma? Need Info? SOCIAL WORK 
www.ucalgary.ca/fswcentralandnorth 


... in Edmonton 


‘Thanks 

to CAPS 

for alithe - 
Funky Pickle 


Pizza! It was 
deeeeeeeeeelish. 


Yours truly, = 
gateway 


Motivated. 


Like you. 


At Athabasca University, we 
have over 800 online courses 
you can transfer to your degree 
at your home university. And 
with year-round admissions 
and monthly start dates, 

we're ready when you are. 


Learn more at 
explore.athabascau.ca. 


Athabasca University Ml 
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Complexity and controversy 
for Samuel Beckett's Godot 


Waiting for 
Godot 


WHEN 


Runs Thursday, Feb. 2 - 
Saturday, Feb. 11 at 8 p.m., 
2 p.m. matinées on Sunday, 
no show Monday, Feb. 6 
WHERE » TransAlta Arts Barns 
(10330 84 Ave.) 
WRITTEN BY » Samuel Beckett 
DIRECTED BY » Chris Bullough 
STARRING » Nathan Cuckow, Farren 
Timoteo, Glenn Nelson, 
George Szilagy and Ty Hatt 
HOW MUCH » $19 at the Fringe Theatre 
box office or 
fringetheatre.ca 


Richard LaRose 
ARTS & CULTURE WRITER 


Samuel Beckett’s controversial Wait- 
ing for Godot hasn't seen the lights of 
a professional Edmonton theatre in 
40 years. Its debut in the 1950s caused 
an uproar among European audienc- 
es, and some in the UK tried to ban it. 
But the controversy surrounding the 
famous play is as difficult to describe 
as the content itself. 

The production follows two derelict 
companions, Estragon and Vladimir, 
as they pace and converse, remove 
bowler hats, shake them out and put 
them back on throughout the two-act 


play — all while awaiting the arrival of 
a certain unknown Godot. Often, one 
of the companions forgets what they 
are doing, and must be reminded by 
the other that they can't leave: they're 
waiting for Godot. 

In the decades since its debut, crit- 
ics and scholars have presented a va- 
riety of arguments about the play's 
deeper meaning. Does Godot repre- 
sent God? Time? Death? Or does he 
symbolize something all of us share: 
an inability to see past our own hang- 
ups and move on with our lives when 
something gets in the way? 

“(Estragon and Vladimir) are on 
the precipice of change, of discover- 
ing something about themselves, 
and they just don’t want to go there,” 
explains director Chris Bullough. 
“They're waiting for someone else to 
change their lives, and it’s frustrating. 
It’s so ridiculous and tragic because 
it’s true — it’s what we do. think asa 
population we distract ourselves from 
these questions, and Beckett puts it 
right out there for everyone to see.” 

Certain elements of the play might 
not seem as controversial now as they 
once were: the characters’ frequent 
urinations and the discussion about 
post-mortem erections seem tame in 
today’s media culture. But the play 
has retained its controversial nature 
by asking deeper questions about the 
nature of our existence on earth. 

“What's really controversial is that 
it forces you to look inside yourself. 
I don’t think that’s a comfortable 


ALBUM REVIEW { 


slisonouscleoe 
The new split EP by Ryan McNally 
and Kyle Cashen of Old Time Ma- 
chine and Jona Barr of Old Cabin ex- 
plores the winter blues using noth- 
ing more than a handful of vintage 
equipment, thorough knowledge 
of folk and blues musical arrange- 
ments and their experiences in Yu- 
kon winters. The collaboration re- 
sults ina surprising musical depthin 
the EP given that the album is only 
14 minutes long. Perhaps the length 
is fitting for the subject, since most 


Old Time Machine/ 
Old Cabin 

Old Time Machine/Old 
Cabin Split EP 

W File Under: Music 


Cody Gretzinger 
ARTS & CULTURE WRITER 


would probably choose a 14-minute 
winter over a full seasonal. 

Old Time Machine starts the al- 
bum off with “Sun Burns Out,” an 
upbeat guitar and lyrical serenade. 
McNally strings together dynamic 
rhythms with his gentle rhymes 
and low voice, singing: “Afternoon 
/ Bottle of wine / Looks like roses 
/ About a quarter to nine.” Cash- 
en contributes to the song with 
simple drum backbeats and subtle 
electric filler, creating dynamic 


place for us as a society — we don't go 
there,” Bullough says. “(Beckett) does 
what few artists can ever do: he puts 
a piece of his soul up there. He starts 
from a place that other writers barely 
even touch. He’s plumbing the depths 
of his own soul. 

“You don't usually go for a night of 
entertainment to look inside your- 
self. That’s the last reason you go to 
the theatre. You don’t want to have to 
stare into your own demons.” 

Yet there’s more to the play than a 
story of two sad, lost souls waiting for 
Godot. The production was originally 
billed as a tragicomedy, and Bullough 
says his interpretation retains the 
play's humorous aspects. 

“What the audience can expect is 
a good time,” he says. “I think it’s go- 
ing to be funny. We're also trying to 
be really simple in our approach to it. 
We're not trying to put anything onit. 
We're trying to make sense of it with- 
out being flashy.” 

And although the subject matter 
behind Waiting for Godot is deep 
and possibly disturbing, Bullough ac- 
knowledges a light touch is key when 
it comes to parsing any kind of dra- 
matic “message.” 

“You could be hit over the head 
with a bunch of truisms, but you 
don't come to the theatre for that 
to happen. You want to be enter- 
tained and you want to be moved, 
and preaching at someone for two 
and a half hours is not the way to 
do that.” 


soundscapes that sound like slowly 
passing winter days. 

Old Cabin wraps up the EP with 
“New Flashing Lights,” a sombre 
tune about longing for better days. 
Background guitar wails and reverb- 
ridden background noise accompa- 
ny Barr’s dry and gentle crooning: 
“Each day is a new day / Sometimes 
not so much fun.” The melancholy 
feeling reaches its pinnacle by the 
end of the album, through Barr’s 
eloquent layering of sad sounds 
and unquestionable songwriting 
capabilities. 

OldTime Machine /Old Cabin Split 
EP is an interesting find, whether or 
not you understand the experience 
of a Canadian winter. Both parties 
complement each other with star- 
tling similarity in style and temper- 
ament, and after this short offering, 
we can only hope they might grace 
us with a full album next time. 
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Art with a critical look at 
the consequences of waste 


ART PREVIEW 


Discards: 
Continuity in 
Disgrace 


WHEN » Exhibitruns until Saturday, 
Feb. 25 
WHERE » Harcourt House Arts Centre 
(10215 112 St.) 


CREATED BY » Griffith Aaron Baker 


Kevin Pinkoski 
ARTS & CULTURE STAFF 


Ina world of commonality, artist Grif- 
fith Aaron Baker hopes to expose the 
uniqueness of everyday materials. 
While Baker has worked with every- 
thing from bottle caps to plastic six- 
pack rings, his current exhibition, 
Discards: Continuity in Disgrace, ex- 
plores the nearly obsolete compact 
disc. 
“I wanted to do a 

complete exami- oo 
nation of the CD 5. , ie 


thing about 

it. There is a 

lot that people don’t know 

about either how an object is made, 

or how an object is actually used,” 

Baker says. “Everyone puts a CD ina 

CD player, but no one really looks at it 
under a microscope.” 

Currently on display at the Har- 
court House Arts Centre, Baker’s work 
showcases seven of his installations, 
all featuring compact discs that have 
been manipulated in different ways. 


More than 4,000 CDs have been melt- 
ed, cut or bent to create a work Baker 
hopes will get people to think more 
how they use everyday objects. The 
show isn’t about changing the world 
or saving the environment, Baker 
explains, but instead getting people 
to really consider the implications of 
their everyday habits. 

“Maybe someone comes to the 
show and thinks a little more before 
buying something that they are just 
going to throw out anyway. Maybe 
someone thinks about using another 
option that produces less waste. May- 
be someone thinks a bit more about 
buying something that’s a bit better 
quality, that will last longer, or serve 
multiple uses.” 

Baker’s art reflects how we are all 
disconnected from the things we use 
and what becomes of them. Though 
we see and use the objects in Baker’s 
art every day, we know little about 
how they're created, and we know 
even less about what happens 
when they're discarded. 


This sense of disassociation is one 
of Baker’s biggest inspirations for this 
particular installation. 

“I was really inspired by garbage 
dumps,” Baker says enthusiastically. 
”Everyone knows about them, but no 
one really goes to a dump. We don’t 
really know what goes on there, and 
what things start to look like when 
they are there.” 

Baker believes this ignorance of 
our own consumer production cycle 
allows us to disregard the things 
we use and how we use them. His 


exhibit pokes fun at the idea of end- 
less progress and technology, with 
a specific criticism aimed at the Fu- 
turist movement, an Italian group in 
the 2oth century that argued prog- 
ress and technology were directly 
connected. 

“They saw an increase in technol- 
ogy as a key part of creating the best 
possible world,” Baker explains. “But 
the group never understood the ef 
fects that technology could have on 
the world. They had no concern for 
what kind of pollution their ideas 
would cause, nor did they even live 
long enough to see what would hap- 
pen when technology was embraced 
across the world.” 

Thanks to this so-called progress, 
Baker believes the CD is something 
that will soon 
disappear, 


only to take up 
space in landfills. But Discards, Baker 
hopes, might make us think a little 
more about the consequences of our 
consumption before we're left with 
the task of explaining the relevance 
of the CD to future generations. 

“The next generation prob- 
ably won't even be able to wrap their 
heads around the idea of a compact 
disc,” Baker says. “I hope to have cap- 
tured the uniqueness of the CD be- 
fore it just becomes another piece of 
ambiguous history.” 
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fashion 
Streeters 


GATEWAY: » Describe what you're wearing. 

TREVOR: > I just randomly put things together. The 
weather gets warm and cold, so Ijust make sure I have 
enough layers on to take me through the day and to 
stay warm and comfortable. 


GATEWAY: » What's your favourite thing you have on? 
TREVOR: » My boxers — I'm kidding! I guess it would 
be this denim shirt because I can put it on during the 
summer and the winter. 


Check out thegatewayonline.ca/fashionstreeters for more photos. 
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“It's just one of those 
days when you don't 
wanna wake up, 
Everything is fucked, 
everybody Sucks, 


You don't really 
know why, 
But you want to 
justify rippin’ 
someone's head off" 


“LIMP BIZKIT, 
"BREAK STUFF" (2000) 


ARTS MEETINGS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 4PM 
IN 3-04 SUB 


gatewayir(s&cu 
Your Gateway to nu-metal mood swings 


online at THEGATEWAYONLINE.CA/ARTS 
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Wiseau’s cinematic travesty 


draws droves to the Garneau 


FILM PREVIEW 
The Room 


WHEN » Friday, Feb. 3 at 11 p.m. 
WHERE » Garneau Theatre 
(8712 109 St.) 
WRITTEN BY Tommy Wiseau 
DIRECTED BY Tommy Wiseau 
STARRING Tommy Wiseau, Juliette 
Danielle and Greg Sestero 


HOW MUCH » $8 at the door 


Kory Orban 
ARTS & CULTURE STAFF 


The first Friday of every month, a 
crowd converges on the Garneau 
Theatre, filing into the hall to watch 
a movie that’s been called one of the 
worst films ever made. The Room is 
known as a terrible movie, but its 
cult following makes its regular fea- 
tures at the Metro Cinema hugely 
popular events. 

While it may not be as notorious 
as The Rocky Horror Picture Show, 
in a similar fashion, The Room in- 
spires audience members to throw 
props at the screen, talk back to 
the characters and yell out their fa- 
vourite lines. Some don long black 
wigs and red dresses to imitate the 
characters, and one attendee at the 
Garneau sometimes comes dressed 
as a giant spoon, a reference to 
a bizarre prop that appears fre- 
quently in the background despite 


having nothing to do with the plot. 

The Room is known for the dubi- 
ous honour of being stupendously 
bad from start to finish. The acting 
is forced, the writing is terrible, 
the music is laughable and the plot 
doesn’t make any sense. The film 
has been popularly dubbed “the 
Citizen Kane of bad movies,” and as 
its popularity shows, it’s kind of an 
accomplishment. 


‘*(Wiseau) has hit a 
niche that many people 
have tried, and he 
succeeded. Regardless 
of what you want to say 
about serious cinema or 
not, it’s just entertaining 
cinema.” 


PETE HARRIS 
THEATRE MANAGER/PROGRAMMER, METRO CINEMA 


“It’s on the old adage that a lot 
of people say: it’s so bad that it’s 
almost good,” Metro Cinema the- 
atre manager and programmer Pete 
Harris says. “(Director Tommy Wi- 
seau) is serious to media when he 
is interviewed that it was a serious 
film, and yet everyone comes and 
it’s just such bad acting and the plot 
is so threadbare. 

“It’s an 88-minute film, andit holds: 
people are still laughing as much as 
they were in the beginning.” 


Back in 1997, Moka Only and Evil 
Ebenezer were set to make their act- 
ing debut in Stuey Kubrick’s jungle 
adventure epic ZZBRA. Unfortu- 
nately, Kubrick pulled a Coppola and 
went over budget, forcing produc- 
tion to shut down. Heartbroken, Ku- 
brick decided to destroy the filmed 
material, but emcees Moka Only and 
Evil Ebenezer somehow managed to 
salvage the soundtrack. Now 15 years 
later, they present us with the music 


ZZBRA: The Original 
Motion Picture Soundtrack 
Camobear Records 


Ramneek Tung 
ARTS & CULTURE WRITER 


to the film that never was. 

That’s the fictional premise behind 
ZZBRA: The Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack, a hip-hop concept al- 
bum. It’s an intriguing idea, but it’s 
not exactly promising: these albums 
are rarely fully realized and often re- 
sult in half-assed efforts at maintain- 
ing a theme. And while Moka Only 
and Evil Ebenezer fail to maintain 
their chosen jungle motif on a few 
tracks, the majority of the album 


Explaining The Room is a dif- 
ficult task. While the plot seems 
simple enough — a deceptive love 
triangle between a man, his fiancée 
and his best friend — things quickly 
unravel. The movie is a string of 
bizarre tangents and surprising 
plot elements that are immediately 
dropped: a subplot about a char- 
acter who reveals she has breast 
cancer is never developed, and the 
film’s progression is delayed mul- 
tiple times with shots of its leading 
men playing football. In tuxedos. 
For no reason. 

But these are the elements be- 
hind The Room's obvious draw. As 
Harris says, the movie is “the true 
definition of cult” — word of mouth 
brings new people to see it month 
after month. 

“(Wiseau) has hit a niche that 
many people have tried, and he 
succeeded. Regardless of what you 
want to say about serious cinema or 
not, it’s just entertaining cinema.” 

Wiseau, the man behind the baf- 
fling movie, is a similarly confusing 
figure in the cinema world, but his 
success, as surprising as it may be, 
is undeniable. As The Room's cult 
status continues to flourish, a film 
hailed as terrible enjoys a growing 
audience and steady profits. Good 
or bad, making a successful film 
that people love — for whatever 
reason — is an accomplishment. 
And for that, Tommy Wiseau de- 
serves some respect — even if it’s 
between laughs. 


sees the rappers deep in the jungle, 
giving us one of the strangest and 
most compelling hip-hop albums in 
recent memory. 

Drenched in animal noises, un- 
earthly funk loops and grainy per- 
cussion, ZZBRA is the first compel- 
ling hip-hop album of 2012. With an 
opening that sounds like a biblical 
epic, Moka Only and Evil Ebenezer, 
obviously influenced by various in- 
carnations of the iconic character 
Tarzan, drop wild kingdom refer- 
ences and non sequiturs over Stuey 
Kubrick’s eclectic musical palette. 
And while “Running Back” and the 
adultery-themed “Number One” 
are completely out of place on this 
album, they're just quibbles on a 
psychedelic record that offers some- 
thing fresh and vital to hip-hop in a 
genre increasingly drenched in ge- 
neric pop music. 
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Victoria’s Current Swell advances to new frontiers 


Following their PEAK Performan 


Current Swell 


WITH » Charlie Winston 

WHEN Friday, Feb. 3 at 6 p.m. 
WHERE » Starlite Room (10030 102 St.) 
HOW MUCH » $24.75 at 


primeboxoffice.com 


Kate Black 
ARTS & CULTURE WRITER ™ @BLAHBLAHBLACK 


“We will not relax / Relaxing’s just 
another way for saying you're get- 
ting old,” croons Current Swell’s 
Scott Stanton. The lyrics, from a 
song on the band’s latest release 
Long Time Ago, make up the guid- 
ing sentiment for the entire group, 
which has no intention of slowing 
down after a whirlwind year of mak- 
ing music and touring. 

The release of their fourth album 
in October of last year catalyzed a 
chain reaction of achievements in 
the band’s career. In November, they 
claimed the grand prize of $100,500 
from the PEAK Performance Proj- 
ect, an intensive week-long contest 
that aims to foster the growth of 
British Columbia artists. After a 
few short weeks of rest at the begin- 
ning of January, the band is off ona 
Canada-wide tour backing British 
singer-songwriter Charlie Winston. 
Over the phone on the first morning 
of the tour, Stanton explains that 
the band’s recent success has al- 
lowed them to graduate from taking 
their first steps into the Canadian 
music scene to cultivating a broader 


international fanbase. 

“Every tour that we do we notice 
that it’s always positive, it’s always 
growing, the audience is always get- 
ting bigger ... We always discuss that 
our band is just doing little baby 
steps. But over that last little while 
it’s been more of a taller step. It’s a 
lot bigger, and that’s really nice. It 
just makes us work hard,” he says. 

Long Time Ago captures a warm, 


ce Project windfall, the band is branching out and taking their so 


comfortable folk feel, punctu- 
ated by soulful harmonies and 
banjo melodies. This sound isn’t 
new to the band, but it’s more con- 
sistent throughout this album, a 
slight departure from the surf-rock 
atmosphere of their previous work. 
But the new roots direction isn’t an 
entirely deliberate choice — it simply 
reflects the maturation of the band. 
“(The development of our sound) 
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wasn't intentional, I think it was just 
us growing,” Stanton says. “I think 
our first record was written so long 
ago, when we were young — fresh 
out of high school. Now we're older 
guys, but we have a completely dif: 
ferent lifestyle from when we first 
started writing music. 

“There was no conscious effort 
(to create a new sound) ... the only 
conscious effort was making a 


und outside Canada’s borders 


cohesive record.” 

Stanton describes the intricacies 
of making music from album-mak- 
ing to touring with an obvious pas- 
sion and enthusiasm for his craft. 
His tone shifts as he reflects on the 
heavier subjects of the album, name- 
ly the loss of the band’s close friend, 
the inspiration for “Brad's Song.” 
He dwells on his words, reminiscing 
about the young life lost to a spinal 
injury. It’s “things like that,” Stanton 
says, that bring forth the kind of per- 
sonal change and growth inevitably 
replicated in songwriting. 

“It seems that when we recorded 
our first album, we didn’t really 
have a worry in the world. We were 
just a bunch of surf bums travelling 
around the globe, writing music, not 
really trying to be a band,” he says. 

“We've become different people 
from when we were younger: adopt- 
ing different values, falling in love. 
Just having to live not like a kid and 
trying to focus on our music.” 

As for what the rest of 2012 might 
have in store for Current Swell, 
Stanton says the band is already 
itching to return to the studio and 
begin work on their fifth album. But 
whatever direction the band takes, 
he makes it clear that the final desti- 
nation is still up to them. 

“We never really let people tell us 
what we should do, Because I don't 
really care what people tell us to 
do,” he laughs. “I write music be- 
cause I’m passionate about it and I 
perform music because I’m passion- 
ate about it. I’m not going to do it 
for someone else, and I don’t think 
anyone in the band is going to do it 
for someone else.” 


Heavy-handed environmentalism tarnishes Surviving Progress 


FILM REVIEW 
Surviving Progress 


WHEN » Now playing 
WRITTEN BY » Mathieu Roy and Harold Crooks 
DIRECTED BY » Mathieu Roy and Harold Crooks 


STARRING Stephen Hawking, Margaret Atwood 
and Jane Goodall 


Cody Gretzinger 
ARTS & CULTURE WRITER 


Redefining what it means to “gimmick” the 
public into believing something, Surviving 
Progress manages to force a point while dis- 
gracing the documentary genre with its pres- 
ence. With bedazzling scenery, complex musi- 
cal accompaniment, big-name interviews and 
ajumble of loosely-tied theories, the film aims 
to stimulate. But it ultimately ends up being 
a disappointing eco-propaganda doomsday 
documentary. 


Rather than letting the 

audience watch the interviews, 
the people onscreen look 
straight into the camera and 
give a speech ... audiences have 
no time to reflect on what’s 
actually being said, since 
they’re carted from one big 

idea to the nextina 

dizzying spectacle. 


Based on Ronald Wright’s bestseller A Short 
History of Progress, the film centres itself 
on exploring the notion of “progress traps.” 
Throughout human history, the filmmakers 
argue, unabated progress has always led to 


disaster. One such example they provide is the 
rise and demise of hunting in our evolution- 
ary history: Man hunts mammoth, Man hunts 
10 mammoths with a spear, Man realizes he 
can chase one thousand mammoths over a 
cliff, mammoths go extinct and Man starves. 

But Wright’s thesis isn’t just about history: 
it’s about the types of progress traps currently 
facing humankind, such as environmental 
degradation and financial collapse. Surviving 
Progress attempts to showcase such traps by 
providing a dizzying array of imagery, emo- 
tional music and interviews with a dozen 
experts in various fields, including heavy- 
weights David Suzuki, Margaret Atwood and 
Jane Goodall. 

While some of the interviewees provide 
fascinating insights into their areas of study, 
others seem like inappropriate choices due to 


their fairly loose relevance to one another. At 
one moment a doomsday Wall Street econo- 
mist preaches to the audience, transitioning to 
a child lamenting the destruction of the rain- 
forest and moving onto some guy who runs car 
ride excursions through China. 

If the common thread between these fig- 
ures is painfully hard to find, the imagery 
certainly doesn't help either. The film begins 
by observing chimps, then begins to move 
at a blinding pace, taking the audience to all 
sorts of random locations: apartments, forests, 
space, oceans, classrooms and factories — all 
without any logical progression. The continu- 
ous battery of quick scene changes leaves much 
to be desired, however stunning the scenery 
may be. 

This cinematic mash-up would be a little 
less aggravating if the film managed to be a 


little less manipulative. Rather than letting 
the audience watch the interviews, the people 
onscreen look straight into the camera and 
give a speech. In addition to the artificial and 
unsettling eye contact, audiences have no time 
to reflect on what’s actually being said, since 
they’re carted from one big idea to the next in 
a dizzying spectacle. The musical score only 
serves to compound the manipulative effect 
with obvious emotional cues to direct what 
audiences should feel when they hear what the 
interview subjects have to say. 

Surviving Progress attempts to reveal the 
progress traps of our civilization, but falls 
short with its disjointed execution and rushed 
experience. Once the hype surrounding pro- 
ducer Martin Scorsese dies down, the film will 
surely spend the rest of its days rotting in the 
National Film Board vaults. 
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Whimsical Mikado gets a playfully inventive update 


Edmonton Opera presents a modern, unconventional twist on the classic comic opera by Gilbert and Sullivan 


Finishing a degree? 
Considering teaching? 


University of British Columbia 
Bachelor of Education Program 


Earn a second degree in 12 months 
Earn a professional teaching certificate 


Elementary options - 12 month 
Middle Years option (English, Science, Social Studies, PE) 
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OPERA PREVIEW 
The Mikado 


WHEN » Shows Saturday, Feb. 4, 
Tuesday, Feb. 7 and Thursday, 
Feb. 9 at 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE » Jubilee Auditorium 
(11455 87 Ave.) 


LIBRETTO BY » W.S. Gilbert 
MUSIC BY » Arthur Sullivan 
DIRECTED BY » Robert Herriot 
STARRING 


John Avey, Andriana 
Chuchman and Scott 
Scully 


Starting at $50 at 
ticketmaster.ca 


HOW MUCH 


Karla Comanda 
ARTS & CULTURE WRITER 


It may be more thana century old, but 
The Mikado is moving into the future. 
For the second production of the 2011- 
2012 season, Edmonton Opera is mak- 
ing Gilbert and Sullivan’s comic opera 
into a fresh, modern production. 

Set in the town of Titipu, The Mi- 
kado — meaning Emperor of Japan 
— is acomic opera about young lov- 
ers Nanki-Poo and Yum-Yum and 
their desire to be together. But as 
love stories go, things are inevita- 
bly messy, and as more characters 
come into play, the situation be- 
tween the two only gets increasingly 
complicated. 

The biggest twist on the opera is 


date 


what director Robert Herriot calls 
“fusion production” — a more mod- 
ern take on The Mikado. Japanese 
street fashion, the main inspiration 
behind the costumes in the produc- 
tion, serves as a jumping-off point 
for integrating modern culture and 
technology into the opera along with 
traditional Japanese elements. 

“(The Mikado) was the perfect ve- 
hicle to update,” Herriot says. “The 
company felt that we should try anew 
direction and asked me if I was will- 
ing to undertake it, and I said, ‘Abso- 
lutely.’ It’s a different way of thinking 
for me ... If you see The Mikado tradi- 
tionally, it’s just kimono after kimono 
after kimono... it’s the same after a 
while. This way, we were able to start 
from the ground and really make it an 
original piece. 

“That’s the beauty of this kind 
of piece,” adds soprano Andriana 
Chuchman, who plays Yum-Yum. 
“You can update it tastefully.” 

While The Mikado is first and fore- 
most a comedy, Herriot and Chuch- 
man note the layers beneath the 
laughs, with elements that poke fun 
at the societal hierarchy of the Victo- 
rian era and a light-hearted examina- 
tion of death. 

“It’s not a deep opera,” Herriot ac- 
knowledges. “However, that being 
said, I think there are many, many 
facets to certainly this production. 
There’s great physical comedy in this 
piece and there’s great acting comedy. 
There are also some really heartfelt 
moments that are quite serious and 
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that deal with things like despair, 
great inner sadness and loneliness. 
I think those are very poignant mo- 
ments in the piece that are very im- 
portant, because they actually give 
us the whole spectrum of human 
emotions.” 

Like the entire opera, examining 
naive teenage girl Yum-Yum reveals 
layers to her seemingly shallow per- 
sonality. Chuchman, who has per- 
formed the opera a number of times 
before, says that while Yum-Yum 
is not a really deep character, that 
doesn’t mean she’s dumb. 

“IT don't like to think of her as a ditz 
at all,” she says. “She doesn’t just 
jump into things. She has a sense of 
self-worth, and she knows that she 
can use her looks to get ahead ... She 
will jump on opportunities and use 
everything she has to get ahead. She’s 
smart in that sense, but she’s young, 
so (naiveté) comes with the territory.” 

Gilbert and Sullivan’s trademark 
outlandish comedy combined with 
Edmonton Opera’s updated, vibrant 
staging, offers entertainment and 
accessibility in the seemingly stuffy 
world of opera. With the addition of 
modern technology and Edmonton 
in-jokes to the 19th-century opera, 
this production makes the opera 
stage a little less intimidating. 

“It’s not brain surgery,” Herriot says. 
“It’s accessible because it’s something 
new. And even if you absolutely hate 
the music and you hate the story, at 
least you get to look at this incredible 
world, which is kind of cool.” 
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Puck Pandas shut-out UBCi in double wins 


HOCKEY ROUNDUP 


Pandas vs. UBC 


Friday and Saturday 
Jan. 27-28 
Clare Drake Arena 


Rebecca Medel 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Identical in score but not so much in how each 
period played out, the Pandas had two 4-0 vic- 
tories over the University of British Columbia 
Thunderbirds last weekend. 

For Friday’s game, the Pandas came out fir- 
ing and controlled the game for most of the 
first period. Pandas forward Monika Moskal- 
ski— one of Canada West’s top scorers ranked 
at number 16 — started off Friday’s game with 
a goal 15 minutes into the first period. Moskal- 
ski was back on the ice with a vengeance after 
being out of play with an injury the previous 
four games. Nicole Pratt also netted a goal to 
end that period with just over a minute left on 
the clock. 

Head coach Howie Draper said he’s got a 
great team that knows how to pull together. 

“We spent the majority of the game down 
in their end which is really good. But Kaitlyn 
(Chapman) made some very nice saves for us 
when we needed them most in that second 
period that could very well have tied up the 
game. So it’s nice to know that you're strong 
with your goalie and straight through with 
your (defence) and through your forwards.” 

Alannah Kedra swept in two goals about 
two minutes apart well into the third period to 
end the game. The third-year forward had her 
first goal of the season only a few weekends 
before when the Pandas hosted the University 
of Calgary Dinos on Jan. 7. 

Saturday’s game was a different beast with 
the Pandas only taking the lead in the second 
period. Kedra helped cement Saturday’s win 


bears 


basketball 


Jan. 27, 2012 


Jan. 28, 2012 


as well with a rebounded shot in net as the 
second period came to a close and a final shot 
on net at 19:41 after Karla Bourke’s two goals 
earlier in the third period. Kedra credited her 
teammates for setting up the shots. 

“I think it just came from our team and just 
getting our momentum back and with my line 
mates knowing where I was. I think it was a 
little bit of luck and my teammates helping 
me out,” Kedra said. 

Draper had a bit more praise for the week- 
end‘s top scorer. “(Kedra) is a skilled player 
and we feel that she has the ability to score 
more goals for us. That’s what she needs to 
do every game, so hopefully this is the start 
of that.” 

The last place 1-17-2 UBC played aggres- 
sively, even slamming into net minder Chap- 
man when she stepped out of net and taking 
her to the ground, but Moskalski said they 
were expecting it. 

“They're pretty tough. They've got three 
girls out of the line-up with concussions, so 
basically whatever they can do to get their 
team pumped is what they have to do. And 
sometimes we do the same. If we're strug- 
gling, we’ve got to get them off their game 
a little bit. So we were expecting them to be 
aggressive and I think our girls did what they 
needed to do,” Moskalski said. 

This weekend the Pandas have a break from 
games, resuming in Regina Feb. 11 and 12 for 
the last weekend of regular season play. And 
as the second place team in Canada West at 
12-3-7, the Pandas have persevered through 
a season of back-to-back wins sprinkled with 
overtime losses. 

“It’s been kind of an up and down season for 
us. You know everyone is expecting the Pan- 
das to always win but they don’t realize that 
other teams are getting better recruiting and 
they’re just as skilled players as we have. But 
as long as we believe in ourselves it won't mat- 
ter until the end,” Moskalski said. 

The Pandas take a bye this weekend. 
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otal Rebounds 3] 43 
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Puck Bears at top of their game 


HOCKEY ROUNDUP 


Bears @ T-Birds 


Friday and Saturday, Jan. 27-28 
University of British Columbia 


Rebecca Medel 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Leading Canada West and clinching 
a playoff spot is all well and good 
for the Golden Bears hockey squad, 
but the team has four regular sea- 
son games to go and after splitting 
last weekend, needs straight wins 
to keep that spot. 

It was a good start to the weekend 
for the Green and Gold, who were 


| on the west coast battling the Uni- 


versity of British Columbia Thun- 
derbirds. Friday's 3-1 win saw Jor- 
dan Hickmott scoring for the Bears 
in the first five minutes, while 
Kruise Reddick and Greg Gardner 


| popped in the last two pucks of the 


night for either side to start off the 


U of A swim 


CanWest Finals 


Friday-Sunday, Jan. 27-29 
Kinsmen Sports Centre 


Andrew Jeffrey 
SPORTS STAFF ® @ANDREW_JEF FREY 


Once not considered a serious com- 
petitor in the CanWest division, the 
University of Alberta’s swim team 
has made great strides this season 
to attain a level of respectability 
that has alluded them for almost 
two decades. 

This past weekend the three-day 
Canada West Swimming Cham- 
pionships took place at Kinsmen 
Sports Centre in Edmonton. The fa- 
vourites to win the team trophies on 
both the men’s and women’s sides 
were the defending CanWest cham- 
pions, UBC, and the defending na- 
tional champions, the University of 
Calgary. 

UBC was able to defend their Can- 
West crowns by margins of more 
than 100 points in both the men’s 
and women’s rankings. But this 
year the U of A was able to stay com- 
petitive with a third-place finish for 
the women and a second-place fin- 
ish for the men, finishing one spot 
ahead of their rivals at the U of C. 

“Really I think everything went as 
well as it could have,” U of A head 


third. Saturday was a stalemate for 
both teams until the T-Birds’ Nate 
Fleming scored in the third to end 
what could have been Real Cyr’s 
third shut-out of the season finish- 
ing off Saturday with a final score 
of 1-0 for the T-Birds. 

Now with a week to recover be- 
fore heading to Regina on Feb. 
10 and 11, the Bears have some 
time to reflect on past wins and 
think about how to live up to their 
golden name. For 10 of the past 11 
years the Bears have been CanWest 
champs, with 2007 being the fall- 
out year. Within that same time pe- 
riod they've brought home national 
gold in 2005, 2006 and 2008. 

With their 16-6-2 Canada West 
record, the Bears are now number 
one in CanWest and number five in 
the country. 

Head coach Stan Marple is inter- 
ested in focusing on what the team 
can fix, specifically improving the 
powerplay, something they've 
been working on all year. 

“We have control over how we 


play and how well we play,” he said. 
“Everybody's stepping it up a bit of- 
fensively and obviously not everyone 
has the same role, but I think every- 
one is starting to accept their role 
and and flourish with it. We have 
got to keep improving on our special 
teams and our powerplay needs to 
continue to get better.” 

Part of the success the Bears 
have had this season is from what 
Marple sees as improved cohesion 
between the lines as well as healthy 
players that has given him the free- 
dom to find the best combinations 
of players and get the best possible 
contributions from all four lines. 

“We have been very fortunate 
this year for the most part. At the 
moment we have a full roster to 
choose from, so that’s a good thing. 
There’s lots of competition for ice 
time and its difficult making those 
decisions because we have a lot of 
players that could play and do well. 
It’s just a matter of finding the best 
combinations for each weekend.” 

— With files from Nick Ong 


team bring home medals 


coach Bill Humby said. 

“You're never going to have it 
perfect where everyone swims 100 
per cent in every race. We've done 
okay in the past but we really did a 
great job of getting into the A finals, 
winning medals, and getting up 
this morning and swimming really 
strongly when (we're) tired.” 

The U of A’s top swimmers in- 
cluded former UBC student Erin 
Miller who won three gold medals 
and broke a number of CanWest 
records and team captain Brian Ya- 
kiwchuk, who won two gold medals 
in his final year with the team. 

Humby was named coach of the 
year for the men’s side — a deserv- 
ing honour for a man who has been 
with the team for the past five and 
a half years and turned the program 
around. This is Humby’s sixth sea- 
son in Edmonton and he has put 
together an all around strong Bears 
team that’s at the highest rank- 
ing they've reached in almost two 
decades. This year marked for the 
highest finish at the CanWest finals 
since 1995 for the Green and Gold’s 
male team. 

Humby envisioned this kind of 
success when he joined the team af- 
ter spending eight and a half years 
as an assistant coah at the U of C. 
But at that time the U of A wasn’t 
taken seriously as a contender in 
swimming. It took Humby until this 
season to finally change people’s 
opinion of the Bears swim team, 


with a defeat of the defending na- 
tional champions from U of C early 
in the year anda second-place finish 
over the weekend. 

“We've just been saying over the 
years we do work as hard as (the U 
of C) does. There’s nothing we don’t 
have here that they have. They’re 
both associated with national train- 
ing centres and I think we’ve got the 
same support team here, the same 
level of coaching,and the univer- 
sity’s really good at supporting the 
team,” Humby said. 

“The athletes here don’t take it 
for granted what they’ve got. If they 
make the team, they’re respectful of 
the fact that they had to earn their 
spot on the team. They take kind 
of a pride and an ownership in the 
team that I’m not sure the other 
schools quite have. They can be pri- 
madonnas, they think they deserve 
stuff and we don’t have that.” 

The next step for the U of A is 
looking ahead to another strong 
showing at the CIS national cham- 
pionships in Montreal, Feb. 23-25. 

“I just told the team we've got 24 
days, 15 hours and 54 minutes until 
(national championships). It’s a lit- 
tle bit less now but they’ve got two 
weeks now where they can make 
some changes — whether they need 
to do some hard work, do some 
technical work or just mentally fig- 
ure out how to swim our races bet- 
ter, we've got a few things we can 
change,” Humby said. 
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Volley Bears and Pandas rock weekend with wins 


Bears squeak by against Dinos but points leaders Olmstead and 
Irvine bring game around to continue four-game win streak 


VOLLEYBALL PREVIEW 


Bears vs. Cougars 


Friday, Feb. 3, 7;30 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 4, 6 p.m. 
SCSC 


Jonathan Faerber 
SPORTS WRITER 


The atmosphere was electric at the Saville on 


Saturday as the volleyball Bears completed a 
weekend sweep against Calgary to clinch a 
spot in the Canada West playoffs. 

The 3-1 and 3-0 wins were a lot closer than 
they looked on paper, especially as the Bears 
trailed the Dinos in the first two sets on Sat- 
urday before staging late come-backs to win 
each set 27-25. 

The wins marked the Bears’ first home ap- 
pearance in 2012. With the exception of a 
poor second set — a 20-25 decision — the 
Bears dominated play throughout on Friday, 
winning their three sets 25-18, 25-17, and 
25-22. 

Saturday’s game, however, was a tense af- 
fair that kept the crowd on the edge of their 
seats and then brought them to their feet 
when the Bears negated a five-point deficit 
to pull even at 25 in the second set, and then 
ahead, courtesy of two successive attack er- 
rors by the Dinos. 

The losses were hard on Calgary, whose 
starting setter and second in assists Canada- 
wide, Jay Blankeneau, missed the game due 
to injury. And although the Dinos’ number 
four position in the Canada West standings 
guarantees them a post-season berth in play- 
offs, the weekends’ results means they now 
have little chance of passing the number- 
three ranked Bears, and no chance at host- 
ing playoffs. 

Bears head coach Terry Danyluk, al- 
though quick to concede that Blankeneau’s 
absence was felt, noted that the shift in the 
game dynamic was not always to Alberta’s 
advantage. 

“(Playing without Blankeneau) caused 
them some confusion. Their confusion, I 
thought, caused us some confusion. It was a 


really unconventional system that they were 
running and we adapted to it at times and at 
other times we were scrambling too much.” 

Scrambling, although perhaps harsh, does 
describe the early minutes of Saturday’s 
match, where the Bears quickly fell behind 
3-0 and struggled to adjust to Calgary’s of- 
fence before Danyluk called a timeout with 
Alberta trailing 4-9. 

Soon afterwards, left and right sides Jay 
Olmstead and Mitch Irvine, who led in points 
on Friday with 18 and 11 respectively, began 
to deliver, with a 15-15 game leveller from 
Irvine — a deep kill from the back row. Olm- 
stead then provided four successive kills to 
tie the game first at 22, then 23, and finally 
24. Another kill by Irvine to bring the scores 
level at 25 and two Dino attack errors decid- 
ed the set in Alberta’s favour. 

Olmstead, who was once again a game 
leader with 16 kills, credited an impressive 
team display for the two wins, noting that 
the Bears have worked hard since their last 
home game — their only home loss of the 
season — to avoid repeating the result. 

“Our blocking stability this weekend was a 
lot better, we also played defence a little bit 
better around it. It just comes with time,” he 
said. “I think we've just improved as a team 
alot.” 

Danyluk also said he noticed an improve- 
ment and emphasized the need to be ready 
to host the University of Regina Cougars this 
weekend. 

“I think our determination on defence has 
to improve. Our serving still needs to im- 
prove,” Danyluk said, referring to Friday’s 
17 service errors. “We have to find the fine 
line between serving in and also serving 
tough enough.” 

Olmstead added that the Bears’ next goal 
is hosting the playoffs. 

“We really want to focus now on getting 
the highest ranking possible — we've got 
two weekends left and it’s really important 
that we prepare for those well.” 

The Bears take on the Regina Cougars this 
Friday and Saturday at the Saville Commu- 
nity Sports Centre. The games against the 
Cougars will be the last time the Bears play 
at home in regular season play. 


Omelchenko leads Pandas in kills for seventh consecutive game 
as Green and Gold swept Calgary rivals last weekend 


VOLLEYBALL PREVIEW 


Pandas vs. Cougars 


Friday, Feb. 3, 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 4, 7:30 p.m. 
SCSC 


Atta Almasi 
SPORTS STAFF 


After a surprising loss to Canada West new- 
comer UBC-Okanagan on Jan. 21, the fourth- 
ranked Pandas volleyball team rebounded in 
style with a two-game sweep of their archri- 
vals the Calgary Dinos last weekend. 

“Tm really proud of the team for bouncing 
back,” Pandas head coach Laurie Eisler said. 
“(The loss to UBC-O) was borderline discour- 
aging and it’s easy to get discouraged in this 
game. This game can really humble you. But, 
(the players) threw a lot of really hard work at 
it, were honest with themselves on the things 
that we have to be better at and it’s a work in 
progress. They stick to themselves and they 
stick to each other, and that’s really all you 
canask for.” 

The Pandas were led by the spectacular play 
of rookie Alena Omelchenko who had 14 kills 
on Friday and 22 kills in Saturday's match, 
both of which were game highs. 

“T think we kind of knew from day one 
what kind of player she is,” Eisler said of Om- 
elchenko’s play. “And the exciting part is she 
keeps getting better and better. So it’s been 
awesome to have her with the team and we’re 
excited about the future.” 

The two victories were made even more 
special by the fact that they came against the 
Calgary Dinos. Games against rivals like Cal- 
gary are different from games against other 
CanWest teams, according to Eisler. 

“You don’t really have to say anything in 
the team room because you know that (the 
players are) going to be activated and ready to 
go and it’s one of those weekends you've got 
circled on your calendar. But there’s a lot of 
familiarity too because they’ve played a lot to- 
gether on provincial teams. So you know each 
other and actually I’d say it’s a pretty friendly 
rivalry, honestly.” 


Fifth-year middle Caity Buckell agrees with 
her coach on the different atmosphere of 
game against rivals. 

“Every game in Canada West is important 
(but) for these games ... Alberta pride’s on the 
line... They’re games that you get up for.” 

The Pandas, who sit in third in the CanWest 
standings following their wins over Calgary, 
clinched one ofthe conference’s seven playoffs 
spots on Friday, and join fellow CanWesters 
in the CIS national rankings — the number- 
one ranked UBC Thunderbirds, number-three 
Trinity Western Spartans, and number-five 
Winnipeg Wesmen — as the only other teams 
to punch their ticket to the post season. Still, 
the Pandas recognize that clinching home 
court advantage for the playoffs is better than 
just getting in. 

“I think homecourt advantage is really im- 
portant especially in Canada West with the 
amount of travel that you have to do if you 
are on the road,” Eisler said. “We love playing 
here. We know this place better than anyone 
else does so I think we have control of our des- 
tiny right now ... we've got to play hard and 
see what we can do.” 

Next on the docket for the Pandas is a final 
home weekend against the Regina Cougars 
who themselves are coming off a two-game 
sweep of the Heat from UBC-Okanagan, boost- 
ing their overall record to 4-12. And with only 
four games left in their season, the Cougars, 
who are chasing both the 8-8 Brandon Bob- 
cats and Calgary Dinos for the seventh and 
final playoff spot, face a must-win scenario 
when they step onto the court at Saville Friday 
night. 

“You know they’re going to be super pre- 
pared,” Eisler said about Regina. “They’re 
going to know us and be prepared for us. I 
like playing teams that have a lot on the line 
because then it’s a level playing field because 
we have a lot on the line too. They’re a great 
team, they had a really tough start to their 
season but we know they’re very athletic and 
they’re experienced so it’s going to be a tough 
opponent.” 

The Pandas and the Cougars face-off at the 
Saville Community Sports Centre this week- 
end, in the last regular season home matches 
for the Pandas. 
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Francis hopes to change basketball 


Matt Hirji 
SPORTS STAFF # @MATTHIRJI 


On March 17, 1997 Greg Francis 
made a name for himself. 

It was on that momentous day 
that Francis and his hoop team- 
mates from Fairfield University — 
one of the smallest Division One 
schools in the NCAA — took on 
the powerhouse North Carolina Tar 
Heels in the first round of March 
Madness. It was David versus Goli- 
ath. And with Francis’ help, David 
almost prevailed. 

Playing against future NBA stars 
Antwan Jamison and Vince Carter, 
Francis scored 26 points, knocked 
down eight three-pointers and 
nearly single-handedly beat the Tar 
Heels. 

Even though North Carolina ulti- 
mately defeated the Fairfield Stags 
in an edge-of-your-seat match, 
Francis still looks fondly on that 
game. That’s because it was in this 
game that the young Torontonian fi- 
nally understood the importance of 
preparation and sacrifice. But even 
more importantly, he’d crystallized 
his legendary status in college bas- 
ketball lore. 

“It was a good night,” Francis 
says. “That was just a really special 
time, in my senior year, to have 
that opportunity to go and play in 
the NCAA tournament. It was ev- 
erything that it was hyped up to 
be. (North Carolina was) always 
going to beat us ... but it was still a 
surreal experience and something 
that changed my perspective on the 
game... It made me a man.” 

Fifteen years later, Francis is uti- 
lizing the foundational lessons that 
he gained on that fateful day in 
1997. After playing for Team Cana- 
dain the 2000 Olympics and having 
the opportunity to coach the Cana- 
dian Junior national team, Francis 
was hired as the Golden Bears head 
basketball coach in 2009. It’s been 
here, in the Golden Bears practices, 
their team meetings and the count- 
less hours of mentorship over the 
last two seasons that Francis has at- 
tempted to give his players the plat- 
form to cement their own legacies. 

It hasn’t been an easy process. 
After being hired as the Green and 
Gold’s bench boss, Francis was 
faced with the complicated task of 
reviving a program that was on the 
brink of losing its tradition of excel- 
lence with the sudden retirement of 
veteran head coach Don Horwood. 

And if it weren’t for his experi- 
ences as a college athlete, the task 
at hand would have been that much 
more difficult. The March Madness 
game in 1997 gave him the ability to 
understand the value of hard work 
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COMPILED BY Rebecca Medel 


HOOP PANDAS LOSE TO RIVAL DINOS 


It wasn't a great weekend for the 
Pandas basketball squad as they 
couldn't seem to bring their game 
to Calgary. Friday saw a 74-61 
loss, followed by another loss on 
Saturday with a few more points on 
the scoreboard at 74-67. 

The losses come on the heels of 
a five-game winning streak that 
began Jan. 7 and leave the Pandas 
and Dinos tied for third spot in 
Canada West at 11-5 each. 

Nicole Clarke was Friday’s lead 
scorer for the Pandas with 16 
points but the Pandas trailed by 
eight points at the end of the first 
quarter and couldn't quite catch up 
for the rest of the game. 


| / | 


and preparation. It’s those values 
that he’s leaned on and imparted to 
his athletes as he instituted changes 
to a program to ensure that his ath- 
letes are given the greatest opportu- 
nity to succeed. 

“I felt so prepared in that game 
against North Carolina. That’s the 
feeling I want my players to have 
every time they step on the court,” 
Francis says. “I want to be known 
as a coach that made his players so 
good that they created a legacy for 
themselves. The best compliment 
I can get is that Greg Francis pre- 
pared his players so well that they 
were unstoppable on game night.” 

As the Bears’ bench boss, the 
stakes are high for Francis. The 
stakes are even higher than the op- 
portunity to take down one of the 
greatest college basketball teams 
ever to take the court. As Francis 
explains, being the head coach of 


Saskia Van Ginhoven nabbed 17 
points for the Pandas in Saturday’s 
game and the Panda's were able to 
win the third quarter 26-15, but 
the Dinos bounced back into the 
game in the fourth. 

This weekend the Pandas are 
on the road again to take on the 
Regina Cougars. 


BASKETBALL BEARS JUST SHY OF WIN 


In a game that could have gone 
either way, the hoop Bears were 
defeated 67-66 by the University 
of Calgary Dinos last Friday night. 
Jordan Baker and Daniel Ferguson 
led the night in points with 24 each 
and the Bears won the first and 
third quarters but fell behind in 
the fourth with the Dinos leading 
20-13 in points. 

On Saturday Robert Dewar’s 16 
points were not enough to beat the 
Dinos and their point-guard Jarred 


MATT HIRJI 


the Golden Bears is the opportunity 
to take a CIS basketball program 
and use it as a platform to change 
the way basketball is played in Al- 
berta. And for Francis that would be 
even more satisfying than knock- 
ing down a few more three-pointers 
and winning that legendary game 
in 1997. 

“I want to leave that legacy. I 
want to make a name for myself in 
this province. I want to win cham- 
pionships here, but more than 
anything I want to influence the 
way that basketball is played in this 
city and in this province because 
of the things we are doing here in 
my program,” Francis says. “I want 
to change the game, and I want 
to change it by making a name 
for these players, because I think 
they can be a great example for the 
kids in this province that they can 
dream big too.” 


Ogungbemi-Jackson and his 25 

points,and the Bears lost 79-64. 
The Bears head to Regina this 

weekend to take on the Cougars. 
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Super Bowl ads could just be the highlight of the night 


& 


Sports 
Staff 
GROUP COMMENTARY 


Super Bowl Sunday. Pats and Giants, chips 
and salsa, beer and wings and, come on, the 
commercials! Hands down one of the best 
parts of the Super Bowl, other than the ol’ 
showdown itself, is the ads. The millions of 
dollars that companies spend on 30 seconds 
of air-time is the quintessential culmination 
of having to out-do last year’s ad. Sometimes a 
fail. Sometimes a big win. Here the sports staff 
pick our favourite Super Bowl ads from years 
gone by. 


Alex Migdal 


A woman dressed ina white tank top and red 
shorts sprints through a tunnel carrying a 
hammer while police officers chase her. She 
reaches a large screen bearing the image of 
Big Brother and hurls her hammer towards 
it. The screen flashes, and is followed by an 
ominous voiceover: “You'll see why 1984 
won't be like 1984.” 

Simple, chilling, andincredibly effective, 
Apple’s legendary 1984 commercial intro- 
duced the company’s first ever Macintosh 
computer with the same type of buzz it 
would enjoy 25 years later. Combining an 
unforgettable artistic vision with a pow- 
erful consumer impact, the commercial 
rightfully deserves its place in the all-time 
greatest Super Bowl commercials hall of 
fame. 


Atta Almasi 


Predicting the future is dangerous business. 
A Super Bowl commercial from couple of 
years ago played on just this concept. Two 
guys were talking at work, and one of them 
had a snowglobe he claimed was in fact a 
crystal ball. He used it to ask whether there 
would be free Doritos at work that day. He 

then proceeds to throw the globe at the 
vending machine, thus smash- 
ing the glass and fulfilling 
his predicition. It all 
ends well 


To learn 


forhim. When the guy’s colleague tries to see 
ifhe will get a promotion at work, he ends up 
throwing the globe and hitting his boss ina 
particular area, ensuring he won't be getting 
a promotion. 


Rebecca Medel 


Terry Tate tackling nerdy office workers 
from 2003 is my favourite Super Bowl ad. 
It’s a Reebok commercial, but all I remem- 
ber is a guy playing solitaire on his com- 
puter, winning, standing up and doing 
a little cheer, followed by wham! Totally 
plowed into by Tate who comes flying out of 
nowhere. I still laugh every time I watch it 
online. People getting tackled is so funny. 
Kind of makes me think about who I'dtackle 
if I had my own portable linebacker. Slow 
walkers, creepy guys and of course anyone 
doing any kind of victory dance anywhere 
and for any reason. 


Matt Hirji 


In 2005, Fed-Ex Kinkos let the cat out of the 
bag. With their illustrious Super Bowl adver- 
tisementtheyquantifiably declaredthatthere 
are exactly 10 elements that make a commer- 
cial on the first Sunday in February a valiant 
victory. 

The strangest thing about these commer- 
cials is that it’s strangely accurate. I do love 
when celebrities appear in commercials. I 
do love it when an adorable yet menacing 
animal kicks that celebrity in the groin. 
And I love it even more when that groin 
kick is dubbed with Journey’s famous power- 
pop jam “Don’t Stop Believing” playing in the 
background. 

Oh dear God, they’ve done it! They’ve 
actually created a something that appeals to 
every ounce of my manly/childish/irrever- 
ent/music-loving/animal-loving _ rai- 
son-d’etre. 


Jonathan Faerber 


Inmy pre-couch surfing, Tim Hortons’ eating 
days, I used to be ripped like Tony Horton. 
Well, okay, so I was a relatively skinny kid. 
But somewhere along the way something 
went wrong and I blame it all on Doritos for 
making junk food look irresistible — even 
cool. For the few that aren’t aware, Doritos 
has a long and proud tradition of creating 
fantastic Super Bowl ads, thereby encourag- 
ing unhealthy addictions worldwide. 

Last year an overweight pug bowled 
down both kitchen door and man to get to 
his Doritos. In another, 

a Doritoholic licks the \* 
crumbs off of other food- 
lovers, even ripping the 
cheese-stained pants off 
a chunky male figure in 
the ad’s final scene. I only 
buy the snack to get to the 
bottom of the bag but I 
could be well on my way to 
being that crumb-licking 
man. 


Andrew Jeffrey 
The 


commer- 
cial 


best 


AP 
Sigs) 
ral 


ever to 

grace the Super 

Bowl has to be a classic 
1993 McDonald’s 
commercial that 
featured a _ one- 
on-one game of 


Care for Our Air 


Please Don’t Idle 


If all Canadian drivers reduce their idling by three minutes a day for a year, we can: 


*Prevent 1.4 million tonnes of carbon dioxide 


*Save 630 million litres of fuel 


Source: Natural Resources Canada 


more about being idle free, visit sustainability. ualberta.ca 


H-O-R-S-E between Michael Jordan and Larry 
Bird. The winner gets to eat the coveted prize 
of a Big Mac and the loser has to watch. The 
shots get progressively more outrageous 
coming from the stands, rafters and even 
outside the building but always ending in 
“nothing but net”. What’s so great about this 
commercial isn’t just the sheer entertain- 
ment value of Bird and Jordan’s game or the 
intriguing “What If?” scenario of the two 
playing each other. It’s how well the commer- 
cial works despite only loosely relating to the 
product it’s selling. Yes, the two are playing 
for a Big Mac but that’s not as 
important as just seeing 
ray two of greatest bas- 
ketball players of 
all time horsing 
around. 


Office of 
# Sustainability 


UNIVERSITY OF 
ALBERTA 
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Darcy Ropchan takes a look at Edmonton’s comedy scene 
Photos by Sam Brooks 


“It’s some of the most exhilarating fun 


99 
you could ever have. 
— Matt Lisac 


t’s Monday night and the room is more than 

three-quarters empty. The walls areadorned 

with signed pictures of famous comedians 
who have packed the house. But on this night 
the laughs are few and far between and the 
audience shifts uncomfortably in their seats 
after each of one of Matt Lisac’s punch lines. 
But it’s not for lack of humour on his part, 
orany ofthe other comic’s that were 
on before him. 


“This is a good number tonight,” says Lisac, 
referring to the number of audience mem- 
bers in attendance. "Usually we get about 20 
people. And everyone is pretty spread out, 
so nobody feels comfortable laughing.” 

Lisac is performing at open mic night 
at The Comic Strip. Tucked between 
two chain restaurants in the middle 
ofBourbon Streetin West Edmonton 
Mall, the comedy club is anything 
but a hidden gem. 

Just like all the comics before 
him, Lisac barrels through a 
five minute set full of witty 
observations about his life. 

All comics are prodded off 
stage by a red light that indi- 
cates when their time is up. 
Some jokes get aresponse; others 
don't. It doesn’t bother Lisac — it’s 
the nature of the craft. 


“When you start out, you don't get a lot of laughs, so after a year 
of not getting a lot of laughs, you're just desperate for people to 
like you so it’s hard to stick with a bit where the audience clearly 
doesn't like it.” 
Edmonton might not be the premiere name on the comedy 
circuit. The frozen heart of Oil Country is the festival city, but 
metropolises like Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver tend to get the 
spotlight when it comes comedy on the international stage. But if 
you ask the comedians who are currently working the circuit, and 
if you know where to look, it’ll become obvious that Edmonton is 
one of the most vibrant cities in Canada for the comedic arts. 
“Td say that Edmonton's comedy scene is one of the better ones, 
definitely in the prairies, honestly in the country,” says 
Rapid Fire Theater artistic director Amy Shostak. 
Rapid Fire has been a fixture on the Edmonton 
comedy scene for 31 years. Launched in 1981, 
the company has been the premiere des- 
tination for theatresports and improvi- 
sational comedy in Edmonton, and is 
home to the largest Improv festival 
in Canada: Improvaganza. This 
company has helped catapult local 
comedians into stardom, like 
Nathon Fillion, Ron Pederson and 
Josh Dean. 
Shostak laments that the lure 
of cities like Toronto sweep 
away some of Rapid Fire’s 
most talented improvisers. 
But while some may see com- 
peting with big cities as a 
challenge, Shostak sees as 
anadvantage. As opposed 
to Toronto, where there 
are countless improv 
companies, Rapid Fire is 
one of the few places in 
town to perform improv. 
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It allows their performers to innovate and 
share their ideas from inside the company, 
eliminating the urge for them to branch out 
independently. This constant creative evolu- 
tion is what keeps Rapid Fire fresh, funny and 
entertaining for audiences. 

Although improv may be what Edmonton 
is known for in the comedy world, it’s far from 
the only game in town. It shares the stage with 
arich stand-up comedy scene that has an array 
of performers and no shortage of venues for 
people to get up on stage and work out their 
material. 

“You could pretty much go anywhere, any 
day of the week and find a mic to perform 
on,” says local comedian Mike Anderson. 
“Stand-up is tricky. To the layman it may look 
easy — just get up on stage and fire jokes at the 
audience for five minutes and hope you get 
some laughs. But the job is much deeper.” 

The level of dedication and tolerance to 
rejection that a comedian needs to survive in 
that world is astounding. Most stand-ups will 
tell you that you're almost guaranteed to not 
get any laughs or even be any good on your 
first time out. The professionals that work the 
scene today make it seem effortless to per- 
form, but they didn’t get to where they are now 
without bombing at least a few times. 

As Anderson sees it, Edmonton is one of the 
most hospitable cities in Canada to make a 
start for aspiring comedians to make a start. 
There’s a multitude of open mic nights in 
Edmonton for someone to get their feet wet. 
The thrill of being on stage was exhilarating 
for Anderson and it’s that thrill that keeps 
him and other comedians coming back to the 
stage, even if they receive a less than favour- 
able reception. 

“It was once I stepped out on my own and 
took risks onstage that I really fellin love with 
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performing,” recalls Lawrence Fehler, another 
regular on Edmonton’s comedy circuit. “My 
first year of comedy I had a bad set in front of 
about 11 people and it crushed me and I didn’t 
perform for about six months.” 

It’s the ability to get back up on the stage 
after having a bad reception that defines what 
a good comedian is. Inthe end, the worst thing 
that can happen is that you bomb on stage, 
but everyone has told a joke that gets a dead- 
eyed response at some point in their life. As 
Lisac advises, bombing is really not as bad as it 
looks, and after a while, you learn to embrace 
the feeling. In the long run, it builds character 
and will help make you a better comedian. 


able to go up there and entertain people. I’m 
a carpenter and I have a daughter, so Ihave to 
pay the bills first,” says Anderson. 

“For me it would be to perform comedy as a 
full-time job and pay all my bills with funds I 
make performing and travelling,” says Fehler. 
“Tt seems like some of my favourite Edmonton 
comics have moved to more major cities. But 
there are a few full-time comics who still live 
here and make a decent living in comedy.” 

On the surface, the comedians working the 
scene in Edmonton may seem like a close- 
knit group. But like any other job, there are 
professional problems. The comedy world is 
no stranger to the kind of drama and office 


“Stand-up is tricky. To the layman it may look easy — 
just get up on stage and fire jokes at the audience for 
five minutes and hope you get some laughs. But the job 


is much deeper.” 


Lisac believes that stand-up is an entrepre- 
neurial art form. The success and quality of 
your act is dependent on the amount of time, 
dedication, and work youre willing to put 
in to it. The scene is what you make of it. But 
everyone has their own idea of what success in 
comedy is. 

Success to some may be a starring role on 
movies or television, or the occasional guest 
spot. But the majority of local working come- 
dians would be happy to just make a living 
doing what they love and do best. 

“It would be nice to have a career. But where 
Iam now, I define that as success. Just being 


— Mike Anderson 


politics that plague other working worlds. 

“If you've ever seen the movie Funny People, 
that’s probably the most true-to-life depiction 
of what working in comedy is like,” says Lisac. 

In the world of stand-up comedy there is 
an element of professional rivalry that comes 
with the job. The relationship between vet- 
eran comics and amateurs can be cliquey. As 
one could imagine, there’s feelings of resent- 
ment when a comedian you don't perceive as 
being good gets a better crowd response than 
you do. These rivalries can sometime become 
extreme. 

“People just have petty differences. It’s 
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hard when youre first starting out in comedy, 
people just won't actually take you seri- 
ously until they see you out there enough,” 
Anderson says. 

Fehler adds that working with other comics 
in Edmonton can be a bit juvenile. 

“There seems to be a lot of dissension 
amongst a few of the comics; just a lot of 
back-stabbing and bullshit that people like to 
spread in order to boost their own ego. It’s like 
high school. It’s weird how some of the oldest, 
‘wisest’ ones are some of the worst for the 
behind the back talking.” 

But this negative aspect is only a small part 
of the scene. Most comics have nothing but 
positive things to say about performing in 
Edmonton. It doesn’t matter whether or not 
you're an improviser or a stand-up comic. The 
two can go hand in hand. 

Shostak from Rapid Fire Theatre is quick to 
agree that although the art forms are differ- 
ent in some fundamental ways, the two actu- 
ally are closer than people think. In order for 
a comic to be able react and adjust their act to 
the response that the audience is giving them, 
they must be good improvisers. 

“There’s kind of this weird chasm between 
stand-up and improv where improvisers think 
stand-ups are too involved in themselves and 
stand-ups think improvisers are lazy. But I 
think in the last few years the communities 
have started to mix together a bit more.” 

Regardless of what art form you work in, 
comedy is alive and well in Edmonton and 
finding a stage to perform can be as simple as 
looking around the corner. Lisac advises that 
if you've even given half a thought of trying 
stand-up, you should go out and seek an 
open mic. 

“It’s some of the most exhilarating fun you 
could ever have.” 
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production@gateway.valberta.ca 
Volunteer 


Comics meetings Mondays at 5 p.m. in 3-04 SUB. C’mon by! 


POP & ICE CREAM by Lance and Evan Mudryk 


Seal And then somehow, that pastry 
Being win pen, would become human, and learn 
the way people live, love, and 
taste. We would be together, me 
and my pastry-girl monstrosity. jerk off into 
the Nutella. 


METALEETO by Ross Vincent 


WITH THESE BIG CITY PRICES, UT-TUT, OLD CHAP! 
, | \ \ I LUNCHEON HERE 


THEIR PRICES 
ARE OUTRAGEOUSLY 
REASONABLE. 


AT LEAST WE GOT A SEPARATE 
TABLE FROM THOSE LOSERS. 
v ip ho 
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——=S 
Ti HAVE THE... EAU DU JouR. ) 
a 


A 


love 
aftles | 


; ‘ ; : Felis domesticvS with Now, share wilh us 
genetic engineering, we can HUMAN SPEECH CAPACITY! heretofore exclusive 
flow communicate with knowledge of the 

another sentient species! feline experience) 


Vikndw whot L 
could go fot? 


lasagne! 


T give you... < ie v3 L love lasegna 


PANEL SHOW by Ross Vincent 


It’s because of your dumlo Cass-hole, help me out 
nicknames that youre loeing, here, bro! 
MM killed vight pow 
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Puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com 53. Feudal estate 


Used with permission. 56. Band together 17 18 19 
A ERE BE a 
62. Old-womanish 21 23 

Across 63. Gum ee yy PPL Lf 
64. Non-dairy milk 25 27 29 

Arve cca PPP) ee et 


6. Metal fastener 

11. French possessive 
14. Key letter 

15. El Greco’s birthplace 
16. Mil. rank 

17. Scorn 

18. Way to cook 

19. 401(k) alternative 
20. Arab sailing vessel 
22. Actress Sophia 

24. Proud 

28. Zigzag 

30. Small lobe 

31. Rise to one’s feet 
32. 0. Henry device 

33. Form of backgammon 
37.___ de mer 


38. Green___is the place to be 
39. Athletic supporter? 
AQ. Engagement 

43. Property claims 

45. Seraglio 

46. Last car? 

47. Musical dramas 

49. Newspapers 

50. Bailiwicks 

51. New Mexico art colony 
52. Conditions 


66. Community character 


Down 


1. Approves 

2. Blame 

3. PC core 

A. Calendar abbr. 

5. Bloodsucking insect 

6. Young haddock 

7. Black bird 

8. “Michael Collins” actor 
9. Aliens, briefly 

10. Marsh 

11. Hubert’s successor 

12. Violinist Zimbalist 

13. Examine, search 

21. Tee follower 

23. Shoppe adjective 

24. Ascend 

25. Goddesses of the seasons 
26. Letter-shaped fastener 
27. Amusement 

28. Alloy of iron and carbon 
29. Puts down 

31. Beat it! 

33. Flu symptoms 


34. Wombs 

35. Perfume the air 

36. Affirmatives 

38. Gillette brand 

A1. Greek fertility goddess, flightless 
bird 

42. Person who rows 


43. Unhurried ease 

44. Proverb ending? 

46. Monetary unit of Vietnam 
47. Monteverdi opera 

48. Annoying 

49. Challenges 

50. Has a bug 


51. Related 

54. “Wheel of Fortune” buy 
55. Never, in Nuremberg 
57. After taxes 

58. Language suffix 

59. Juan’s uncle 

60. Dash lengths 


To place a classified ad, please go to www.gatewayclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 
Garneau Mews 83rd Aveand 112St Heated 
underground parking stall $100/month 
Leo 780-299-0396.t 

WANTED 
Looking for students who want to be paid 
to receive text messages. Watch video 
at http://join.cashtexts.biz for details. 
Questions? info@cashtexts.biz. 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

Volunteer to teach ESL to adult newcomers 
at CCI-LEX, downtown. Classroom teach- 
ing, 2-3h/wk. Teaching materials provided. 
Gain teaching experience and meet people 
from around the world. Contact Diana at 


lexprogram@cci-lex.ca. 
EMPLOYMENT 
TEMPORARY 
Are you a student in the agricultural 
field but don’t have a field to apply what 


you are learning? e-mail for information 
about what we are offering on our farm. 
saturnaherbs@breezybay.ca. 
SPORTS 
TheClansmen, yourdowntown Rugby Club, 
welcomes new members on a year-round 
basis. Both Men and Women. No previous 
Rugby experience required. Contact 476- 
0268 or check www.clanrugby.com. Get 
involved in Rugby, a game for life! 
EMPLOYMENT 
PART TIME 

We are looking for an energetic, highly 
motivated and extremely well-organized 
individual to work between 8-20 hours/ 
week. This individual will work as part 
of a busy team. This individual should be 
comfortable in the lab as well as in an office 
setting. Please send your coverletter and 
resume to: key@keystonelabs.ca. 


unicef.ca/studentchallenge 
QUESTIONS? 


unicef 
student 
challenge 
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2 PuBlic 
HOUSE 


~| WEEKLY LINEUP |. 


INDUSTRY ‘NIGHT 


$3 Drinks & $4 Shots 
Featuring DJ Kenny K 


TUESDAY 
WING NIGHT 


WEDNESDAY 
PINT NIGHT 


$3 Feature Pint 
$4 House Pints 
$5 Domestic Pints 
$6 Import & Premium Pints 


THURSDAY 
WINE NIGHT 


$4 Wine 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY 


Featuring DJ Fusion 


HAPPY HOUR(S) 


$4 Wine 
$4 House Pints 
4:00PM-7:00PM Every Weekday 


FREE PARKING DAILY AFTER 4PM Vem 
TWITTER @YOURPUBLICHOUSE // FACEBOOK.COM/YOURPUBLICHOUSE i 


10765 JASPER AVE “ YOURPUBLICHOUSE.COM 
PLEASE DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE 


